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The QALAM Writing Awards (“Quest for Arab-American Literature of
Accomplishment and Merit” ) is Organized by Lisa Suhair Majaj and sponsored by
MIZNA, Jusoor, Al-Jadid literary publications, and also the AAUG. The conference is
also pleased to have the support and sponsorship of Arab Film Distribution, the
United Holy Land Fund, The Arab Star Newspaper, and all of the speakers and
participants attending this conference.

Ahlan wa Sahlan …
Welcome to Chicago and the First Annual National Professional
Literary Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing. This
1999 conference features dozens of professional writers who are here to
share their experiences with you, to help all of us improve our
networking, and to also encourage all of us to seek to improve our
writings and become more successful.
This conference also features two exciting events: The first is the 1999
QALAM Award in Writing contest. The contest name, QALAM, is
suggested by Lisa Suhair Majaj, who worked hard to organize this first
contest and who is responsible for making it a success. It stands for
Quest for Arab-American Literature of Accomplishment and Merit (themed
by Mohja Kahf). It goes without saying that without Lisa’s help, this
First Annual event which is intended to showcase the best entries of
writing from our community might not have taken place.
The contest is sponsored by three great Arab American literary
magazines, MIZNA, Jusoor and Al-Jadid. But the actual cash prizes are
courtesy of Jusoor and the AAUG.
Jusoor and its publisher Munir Akash deserve special praise for
sponsoring the cash prizes that will be awarded in Poetry and Fiction.
Also, the Association of Arab American University Graduates is
sponsoring the prizes for the winners in the Non-Fiction writing
category. Both deserve special recognition and gratitude for their
support of this contest.
Gratitude must also go to Aziz Shihab, publisher of The Arab Star
Newspaper, for his generous support, and also to John Sinno, owner of
Arab Film Distribution, also for his financial support and sponsorship.
And, finally, we also wish to introduce the First Annual 1999 M. T.
Mehdi Courage in Writing Awards which are sponsored by USG
Publishing to recognize the courage Arab American writers must
sometimes show in the face of hostility in this country when writing
about our experiences, our views, our justices and our visions.
The 1999 M.T. Medhi Courage in Writing Award is named in honor of
Dr. Mohammad Taki Mehdi (1928 – 1998) who dedicated his life to
fighting publicly for the rights of Arab Americans. Dr. Mehdi was an

inspiration to many Arab Americans, especially in the late 60s and the
1970s when there were so few of us in this country and we were the
targets of officially sanctioned harassment, and FBI investigations.
Speaking out in support of Palestinian rights in those years was difficult
and immediately brought you under the “big brother” eye of federal
authorities who wrote us off as “terrorists” and “vicious killers.”
In the face of that harassment and pressure, M. T. Mehdi began the
publication of ACTION newspaper around 1970 and published it for
many years through the early 1990s. Every Monday, Arab Americans
around the country would wait for their copy of ACTION Newspaper, the
only publication that consistently fought for the rights not only of Arab
Americans but without double standards for everyone victimized by
bigotry, hatred and stereotypes.
As you have read, there are many “First Annuals” involved here. It is a
promise and vision on my part and on the part of many Arab American
writers who came together as the result of a need to further our writing
ambitions and to provide networking support to others in our chosen
career paths.
This weekend, we can expect to learn from each other and share. We
can take pride in each other and ourselves for the writing we have done
and the writing we will do. We can stand together and encourage and
support not only those seasoned writers, but also those Arab Americans
who aspire to become professional writers.
Finally, we also wish to welcome the delegation of Arab journalists from
the US Information Agency’s International Visitors Program. These
journalists are among you and represent media outlets in Jordan,
Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Syria.
Thank you for joining us this weekend and supporting this Conference.
I apologize for any wrinkles that might occur and urge you all to share
in what I know promises to be a very productive and educational event.

Ray Hanania
USG Publishing, President

http://www.hanania.com

The 1999

QALAM
Quest for Arab-American
Literature of Accomplishment and Merit

Writing Awards
Contest
Finalists
The QALAM Award in Writing Contest was
established to recognize achievement in
writing by individuals of Arab American
heritage or those who write about Arab
American issues in Poetry, Fiction and NonFiction. They serve as literary role models to
our community and a testament to the high
caliber of talent and the dedication of our
Arab American writers!

Contest Category Finalists:
The following individuals have been named
as finalists in the three categories of Poetry,
Fiction and Non-Fiction. The
announcement of their placements will be
made at the Arab American Writer's
Conference Dinner to be held on Saturday,
October 9, 1999. Multiple winners are listed
although their winning categories and
positions will be announced at the dinner.
Congratulations and Good Luck!
Brenda Moossy
Philip Metres
Sana Makhoul
Amani Elkassabany
Layla Abuisba
Mona Fayad
Ibtisam Barakat
Deema Shehabi
Dima Halal
Winners in First Place in each category will receive a QALAM Writing
Contest Plaque and cash prize of $300. Winners in second place will receive
a QALAM Writing Contest Second Place Certificate of Excellence and a cash
prize of $100. Runners up will receive a QALAM Writing Contest Certificate
of Achievement.

The 1999 M.T. Mehdi
Courage in Writing
Awards

The 1999 M.T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award
Many things have changed since 1948 when Dr. Mohammad Taki Mehdi immigrated to this
country from Iraq, his home, to study on a full scholarship at the University of California at
Berkeley. He went on to earn many degrees and received his PhD in political science,
specializing in American Constitutional Law.
That same year, events in the Middle East would take a
tragic turn, with the expulsion of some 600,000
Palestinian Arabs from their homes. That year, Israel
had declared its “independence, destroying more than
400 Arab villages and towns, and confiscating of the
majority of the land known as Palestine. These new
“Israelis,” were Jews who had fled their homelands in
Europe over a period of 30 years. The way the Israelis
brutalized the Palestinian refugees and moved to “erase”
their very existence remains as one of the world’s great
human tragedies.
But few would see it that way in 1948. Especially in the
West where pro-Israeli and anti-Arab writers in the
media would distort the facts and turn a blind eye to
Israel’s human rights violations and acts of “state
sanctioned” terrorism.
Dr. Mehdi married in 1953 to Beverlee Ethlyn Turner,
who had joined Mehdi as a volunteer with the American Friends Service Committee. At that
time, the United States was Israel’s sponsor and financier. Israel could do nothing wrong in
American eyes, which were blind to the injustices committed against the Palestinian
Christians and Muslims. There were very few Arab Americans in the United States at that
time, far less than there are today. And it took great courage for an Arab American to stand
up and speak out against Israel’s injustices against Palestinian civilians.
Dr. Mehdi could have pursued another career. But instead, he chose to become an activism,
not out of self-glory or reward, but out of natural motivation. Dr. Medhi could not sit back
silently and watch as the Israelis lied about their actions and wantonly murdered
Palestinian civilians, most of whom were refugees trying to return to the Palestinian lands
where their families had first found existence.
In 1962, his activism took a high profile turn when pro-Israeli group and anti-Arab leaders
in the United States attempted to shut down a mural display that was in the Jordanian
Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair. The mural depicted the plight of the Palestinian
refugees, their suffering and their struggle to regain their rights. Mehdi had just moved to
New York working with the Arab Information Center, and he led the fight to expose the
racist and bigoted lies that were being spread denying the Palestinian suffering.
Had it not been for Mehdi and a new group he helped found, the Action Committee on
American-Arab Rights, the pro-Israeli and Anti-Arab groups might have had their way as
they had since Israel’s creation 14 years earlier. With the support of Arab Americans, and
the worldwide coverage Mehdi’s actions brought, the Jordanian Government stood firm and
refused to remove the mural. They cited the rights of the American Constitution, a subject
upon which Mehdi was a foremost authority.

In the months and years to follow, Mehdi stood up to the attacks of the pro-Israel lobby
which was surprised that an Arab American would dare to stand up and speak out on Arab
American and on Palestinian rights. Until then, the pro-Israeli lobby had the field to
themselves, thriving on anti-Arab bigotry and anti-Arab hatred that dominated this country.
He became an outspoken champion of Palestinian rights, on TV and in articles published in
most major American newspapers. He was outnumbered 100 to 1, yet he refused to back
down, because, as he often wrote, justice is not based on the number of people who support
an issue but on the weight of its righteousness. And the Palestinian claims were more
righteous than those of the Israelis, though they were drowned out by the hysteria and
screaming of pro-Israeli activists and anti-Arab haters.
Mehdi came to realize what many had seen. The American news media was biased. That
bias exists till this day, although more and more Arab Americans are finding it easier to
express themselves in the American media. But their ability to speak out in many ways is
the result of the fight that Mehdi led to expose media bias. Around 1970, Medhi took a
definitive action to respond to the one-sided media and journalistic hypocrisy that existed in
most American newspapers. He began publishing his own newspaper and he appropriately
named his effort ACTION Newspaper.
Through the pages of ACTION Newspaper, Arab Americans from around the country shared
their thoughts. This communication network allowed the small Arab American community
to better express itself and to focus its efforts and to better make its case. Mehdi used the
newspaper to expose the lies being published about the Palestinian and Arab peoples, but
he also used the newspaper to champion issues of justice and righteousness.
Until that time, most Arab American newspapers were either based on religion or were
published exclusively in the Arabic language. Publishing in Arabic made it easier for them
to exist, but they failed to reach the English speaking American public and the growing
number of Arab Americans who were slowly assimilating into American life and to whom
Arabic was becoming a second language.
ACTION Newspaper was published exclusively in English. It became a model that many
copied in years to come. In 1976, having written his first columns for Mehdi’s newspaper,
journalist Ray Hanania began publishing the English language newspaper, The Middle
Eastern Voice. A Journalist by trade, Hanania modeled his newspaper after Mehdi'’ own
newspaper.
Dr. Mehdi was a pioneer of Arab American journalism. He made the step from publishing
Arabic language papers to English language, and that immediately exposed him up to harsh
criticism from many Americans who could now read the truth of our cause in English.
Mehdi’s courage back then opened many doors for Arab Americans. He was a role model
and an inspiration. His actions pioneered the fight for justice for Palestinians in this
country and for Arab American rights, that has today expanded to include defending the
rights of Muslim Arabs, too.
USG Publishing is proud to sponsor this years 1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award,
and to present the award through the cooperation of the Mehdi family.

This year’s M.T. Medhi Courage in Writing Award winners are:

Salim Muwakkil:

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award
recipient
Senior editor for In These Times Magazine, and a
columnist and Editorial Board writer for the Chicago
Tribune, Salim Muwakkil could have turned away from
the emotion of many issues that color Middle East
politics, but instead he has fearlessly grabbed the bull
by the horns. He was one of the only writers on a
major American newspaper to write about reports that
Israel was conducting vicious experiments to develop
an “ethnic bullet” that would allow them to enhance
their policies of human rights violations and torture
against Palestinian civilians suspected of alleged
crimes but also denied the right to a legal due process.

The Washington Report on Middle East
Affairs Staff:

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award recipient
Each month, from modest offices in Washington DC that
fronts for a small book store, this magazine insists on
providing the truth about events in the Middle East.
Published in English, and dedicated to principles of
professional journalism, the WRMEA provides balance to
the deluge of false writings and the bias that dominates the
American news media. Constantly harassed by well-funded
activists for the Zionist Organization of America and other
anti-Arab hate-mongering organizations, the WRMEA
continues its struggle to make American journalism honest.

Stephen Franklin:

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing
Award recipient
This Chicago Tribune writer has shown a
consistent understanding and a unique
fairness in writing about the Middle East.
Unlike many of his colleagues, Franklin’s
writings demonstrate a deep understanding
of the real issues behind the Middle East
conflict and its many tragic stories. His
writings
are
balanced
and
fair,
a
characteristic lacking in the writings of
others on Middle East issues. His most

recent series in the Chicago Tribune on the lives of the
Palestinians offer a badly needed perspective that is
missing from most other newspaper reports.

Charley Reese:

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award recipient
His columns in the Orlando Sentinal reach hundreds of
thousands of readers across America, and like Salim
Muwakkil and others, he is fearless in writing the truth and
dedicating his column to exposing lies and distortions. His
columns spotlighting the suffering of the people of Iraq take
tremendous courage and stamina, as others insist on
ignoring this continuing human tragedy. Each week,
thousands of young Iraqi children are dying as a result of
the American imposed UN Embargo against Iraq, almost a
decade since the US war against Iraq ended. Reese refuses
to abandon writing about these injustices and he insists on
reminding Americans that the suffering of the young Iraqi
children is their responsibility.

The Beirut Times Newspaper Staff:

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award recipient
For many years, this newspaper has fought to provide a
complete picture of Arab American communities, reporting
not only on the politics of the Middle East conflict, but also
by serving as a newspaper of record for many Arab
American developments, events and activities. Through its
pages you can find a consistent quality of news reporting
that equals and surpasses that found in mainstream
American newspapers. While it provides one of the few
voices for social reporting, it also has allowed itself to serve
as a forum for a mixed view of opinions on controversial
topics. This dedication to diversity in viewpoints it ranks
among the nation’s top 10 Arab American newspapers and
publications.

RAWI:

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award recipient
Founded by Barbara Nimri Aziz, this organization continues
to strive to provide professional guidance to Arab American
writers through their New York based network of contacts.
The goal they set to achieve is one that we all must work to
support, regardless of our political orientations. It’s writing
base continues to grow.

Joseph Zogby

1999 M. T. Mehdi Courage in Writing Award recipient
Although many often think first of his Arab American
activist father, young Joseph Zogby found himself the focus
of a vicious anti-Arab campaign led by the Zionist
Organization of America and their anti-Arab hate mongers.
Why? Because he happened to be Arab American. He
happened to have views on American policy in the Middle
East. And, he happened to work for the US Government as
an intern. Zogby became one of the first to be targeted in a
racist campaign led by the ZOA and other anti-Arab bigoted
groups. Despite the notoriety to which he did not seek, he
continues to write his views joining a growing legion of
young Americans who happen to be of Arab heritage in
exposing the lies of the ZOA and other anti-Arab groups in
this country.

Please join in congratulating this
year’s winners of the 1999 M. T.
Mehdi
Courage
in
Writing
Award. While there are many
publications and individuals who
also deserve recognition for their
works and their achievement, this
year
we
salute
the
seven
individuals and publications above
for their demonstrated courage.
And, we hope that this award
serves to strengthen their resolve
to continue to pursue the truth
despite overwhelming odds and
opposition in American journalism.

Arabs in America: Building a New Future
edited by Michael W. Suleiman
Published by Temple University Press (1999 --forthcoming in November). 360 pp., 14
tables. $69.50 (cloth). ISBN: 1-56639-726-X; $29.95 (paper). ISBN: 1-56639-727-8.
In this volume, 21 prominent scholars from a wide range of perspectives -- including
anthropology, economics, history, law, literature and culture, political science, and
sociology -- take a close look at the status of Arabs in North America. Following the
editor's Introduction which provides a historical background , the contributors discuss
different communities and also examine Arabs in the legal system, youth and family, and
health and welfare, as well as Arab-American identity, political activism, and attempts by
Arab immigrants to achieve respect and recognition in their new homeland. They address
both the present situation for Arab Americans and prospects for their future.
Contributors:
Baha Abu-Laban, Sharon McIrvin Abu-Laban, Kristine Ajrouch, Fatima Agha Al-Hayani,
Richard T. Antoun, Barbara C. Aswad, Louise Cainkar, Lawrence Davidson, Rosina
Hassoun, Ibrahim Hayani, Suad Joseph, Lisa Suhair Majaj, Mohamed Mattar, Kathleen
M. Moore, Lori Anne Salem, Therese Saliba, Helen Hatab Samhan, May Seikaly, Michael
W. Suleiman, Janice J. Terry, and Linda S. Walbridge.

Arab Voices

Ara’ Arabiyya

A book discussion series
Sponsored by the Lake Forest Library
and Funded by the North Suburban Library Foundation
Local Educators in Middle East Studies (Prof. Ghada Talhami, Lake Forest
College; Prof. Marda Dunsky, Medill School of Journalism; Prof. Steve
Infantino, College of Lake County) will facilitate discussions on Arab and
Arab-American Fiction.
The Discussions will be held at Lake Forest College, the Ragdale Foundation
(Lake Forest), and the David Adler Cultural Center (Libertyville).
The discussions will take place in Spring 2000. For information, please call
Lake Forest Library, 847/615-4370. A reading list is currently available at:
http:///www.geocities.com/Athens/Oracle/3439/arabfiction.html

1999 National Professional
Literary Conference on
Arab American and Ethnic Writing

Program Schedule

Program
Friday, Oct. 8
(Interludes between panels from "Traveling Rooms" a new CD of poetry
and music by Nathalie Handal, Alexandr Alexandrov, and Vladimir Miller)
6 - 11 PM:
Open Microphone -- Open Literary Readings
Moderator: Poetry reading by Fadi Zanayed
Poetry reading by author Sam Zanayed
Special Reading by Ahimsa Bodhran
Poetry & Reading by Sam Hamoud
The art of Calligraphy by Nehad Dukhan

Saturday, Oct. 9
9 – 11:30 AM:
Challenges Facing the Arab American Writer
Moderator: Sam Hamoud
Paul Findley, author, They Dare to Speak Out.
Nathalie Handal, author, writer, poet
Lisa Suhair Majaj, author, writer, poet
Munir Akash, Editor, Jusoor literary journal
Kathryn Haddad, Co-Editor, MIZNA literary journal
11:30-12:30: Brown Bag Lunch Discussion/Young Writers (Side Room)
12:30 – 2:30 PM:
Writing the Arab American Novel
Moderator: Janet McMahon, Managing Editor, Wash. Report on Middle
East Affairs
Andrea Brunais, author, Night of the Litani
Shaw Dallal, author, Scattered Like Seeds
Diana Abu-Jaber, author, Arabian Jazz
Ibtisam S. Barakat, author, Resource Moms
2:45 - 4:45 PM:
Writing Opportunities in the American Media
Moderator: Ray Hanania, conference sponsor www.hanania.com
Lorraine Ali, writer: Writing the Arab American story for the
mainstream audience

Bob Kolasky, web author, Managing Editor,
IntellectualCapital.com: Writing for profit on the Internet
Jeryl Levin, Executive Director, Illinois Ethnic Coalition, Ethnic
Media: A Tool for Community, Political and Social Empowerment
Dr. Rosina Hassoun, VP AAUG, editor of the AAUG Monitor. The
Anthropology of Arab American Writing
5 - 7 PM:
Publishing to Publicity: Some Tips
Meg Tebo, Book Agent, President, MG Tebo Literary Agency: Tips
and strategies for obtaining an agent
Louis Pukelis, VP, KemperLesnik Integrated Communications:
Basics of PR techniques that sell and work
7:30 - 11 PM:
Arab American Writer's Dinner
Emcee: Ray Hanania, USG Publishing, Conference Host
Aziz Shihab, The Scholarship Program for Writers of Arab
American Heritage. Co-sponsored by The Arab Star Newspaper
Lisa Suhair Majaj: The 1999 QALAM Awards Writing Contest, Cosponsored by MIZNA, Jusoor and Al-Jadid literary Publications,
and the AAUG.
Keynote Speaker:
Salim Muwakkil, Senior Editor, In These Times Magazine,
Editorial Board Member/Columnist, Chicago Tribune:
Challenges facing race & ethnic writing in America
Anisa Mehdi: Presentation of The 1999 "M.T. Mehdi Courage in
Writing Awards"

Sunday, Oct. 10
8 - 10 AM:
Breakfast Forum
Challenges in Arab American Publishing Newspapers/ Magazines
Moderator: Ray Hanania
Michael W. Suleiman, Author/Professor, Dept. of Political
Science, Kansas State University: History of early Arab American
publications
Janet McMahon, Managing Editor, Washington Report on Middle
East Affairs: Challenges facing Arab American magazine publishing
Aziz Shihab, veteran journalist, Publisher, The Arab Star
Newspaper: The State of Arab American newspapers and
professional journalism

10:15 – 12:15:
Ethnic Stereotypes in Writing
Moderator: Poet and Author, Sam Zanayed, Host, Mesall Khair Chicago
Arabic TV
Rich Lindberg, author, Ethnic Chicago, 11 other books: Writing
with sensitivity on ethnic communities
Stan West, author & publisher, Soweto West Press: Challenges
facing the race perspective in American publishing
Cindy Infantino, Lake Forest Library, Introducing Arab American
Authors to Library Users and Beyond
12:15 – 1:15: Brown Bag Lunch Discussion/Young Writers (Side Room)
1:15 - 3:45 PM:

The Arab American Story in Drama and Film
Sponsored by Arab Film Distribution

Moderator: John Sinno, President AFD
Elmaz Abinader, Author, playwright: Bringing the Arab American
story from paper to theater and screen
Brigid Maher, filmmaker/producer, President, Tiny Leaps
Productions: Challenges in filming the Arab American story
Mai Khader, A.F.S.C., "Collecting Stories from Exile: Chicago
Palestinians Remember 1948"
4 – 6 PM:
Middle East Writers Panel
Arab World Editors and Writers discuss challenges facing writers in the
Middle East. Discussion with conference attendees. Conducted by
members of the USIA Writer’s Tour. (Arabic with translation.)
Panel Procedures:
The Moderator will offer a short introduction, or speak on a related topic
for 10 minutes.
Each panelist will speak for up to 15 minutes.
The moderator will ask the audience for questions and brief statements
to encourage interaction and an exchange of views on the matters
discussed during the panel.
Please be brief and concise in your questions and always be respectful.

The Arab Star Newspaper
“The Voice of Americans from the East”
Published by Arab Star Inc., 1209 Northwest Highway,
Suite 222, Garland, Texas, 75041, USA
Now Covering the Chicago Area
214/683-6462

FAX: 214/348-1681

Ibda
Palestinian Music and Dance Performed by the Children
of the Dheisheh Refugee Camp, Palestine
A performance October 17, at 6 PM at Chicago’s Bogan
High school, 3939 W. 79th Street.
Sponsored by the Arab American Action Network

The Association of Arab-American University
Graduates -- 32nd Annual Convention
Oct. 22 - 24, 1999
Crowne Plaza Hotel, White Plains, New York
AAUG 4201 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 303,
Washington DC 20008

202/237-8312

The Media Oasis

FAX: 202/237-8313

www.hanania.com

Speakers
Elmaz Abinader (A Rare Diamond)*

Elmaz Abinader is an award-winning Arab-American author of Lebanese origin. She has recently
served as a senior Fulbright scholar at Helwan University in Egypt. Her writings include a memoir
entitled Children of the Roojme, a Family's Journey from Lebanon, a forthcoming book of poetry called
In the Country of My Dreams, and a novel in progress entitled Women from the Occupied Territories.
Abinader also takes up the role of an actress to present her work entitled Country of Origin, a
storytelling performance portraying three generations of Arab and Arab-American women who
struggle to keep their identities. She is on the faculty at Mills College in Oakland, California, where
she is the director of The Place 4 Writers. She has received several awards, including the Schweitzer
Post-Doctoral Fellowship in the Humanities with Toni Morrison and the Academy of American Poets
award.
* "A rare diamond" is the literal English translation of the writer's name: "Elmaz"= "diamond" and
"nader"= "rare"

Diana Abu-Jaber
Diana Abu-Jaber was born in Upstate New York and lived there until she was seven when her family
moved to Amman for two years. Her father is Jordanian and her mother is American, and she has
lived between America and Jordan ever since. She received her doctorate in English literature from
the State University of New York. She has taught literature and creative writing at the University of
Michigan, the University of Oregon, and UCLA.
Her first novel, Arabian Jazz, came out in 1993 from Harcourt Brace. It won the Oregon Book Award
and was a finalist for the national PEN/Hemingway award. Her second novel, Memories of Birth, will
be published some time within the year. She won a National Endowment for the Arts grant for this
manuscript. She recently returned from Amman where she was on a Fulbright research grant award,
conducting interviews with Jordanian and Palestinian women about their lives to develop
background for her next novel.
Diana is currently Writer-in-Residence at Portland State University.
From Memories of Birth
“They screamed their way through babyhood. They’d signal each other by some telepathic
communication, screwing up their tiny bodies, hard and red as turnips, the skin of their faces mottled
purple, their little mouths opened wide. Their screams were what the sinner might expect from the
deepest chambers of hell, cries of rage and torment.”
“They rejected the midwife, their aunts and cousins, their sisters; they writhed furiously in their
mother’s arms and spat out her teats. Finally, Grosspapa kidnapped them one night while they were
sleeping--which was odd because I’d noticed the twins had always slept in relays--while the one slept,
the other held sentry, watching the world through crib bars, eyes wide open, read to sound the alarm at
any false step.”
Her web page is at: http://www.sxu.edu/~bonadonn/students/sweis/

Munir Akash

Munir Akash is the Editor of the Jusoor Magazine which features Arab and Arab American essays
and poetry. Jusoor is the sponsor this year of the prizes awarded to recipients of the 1999 QALAM
Writing Awards in Poetry and Fiction. Jusoor is one of the leading Arab American literary magazines
in the country today.

Lorraine Mahia Ali
PUBLICATIONS: Rolling Stone: Senior Critic, 1996-present; regular contributor of feature stories and
music reviews, 1993-present. Online columnist, 1998. Los Angeles Times: "Pop Beat" weekly music
columnist, 1994 -1996; "Sound and Vision" monthly video columnist, 1995-present; regular
contributor of feature stories, essays and music reviews, 1993-present. Mademoiselle: Music
columnist, 1995-1997. The New York Times, The Village Voice, GQ, Details, Mirabella, Premier,
Interview, Glamour, Entertainment Weekly, SPIN, US, In Style,
Teen People, Live, Request. Contributor of cover and feature
stories, essays and music reviews, 1991-present. Option: Senior
Contributing Editor, 1995-present; regular contributor of cover
and feature stories, 1991-present. UHF: "You Are What You Drive"
car columnist, 1995-1997. Creem: Associate Editor, 1990-1991;
contributor of feature stories and reviews, 1990-1991. L.A. Weekly:
Research Intern, 1989-1990; contributor of feature stories, essays
and music reviews, 1989-92
BOOKS: Cobain (Little, Brown): Contributed essay, 1994. The
Rolling Stone Book of Women in Rock: Trouble Girls (Random
House): Contributed essay, 1997. Brad Pitt (Little, Brown):
Contributed essay, 1997
AWARDS: Music Journalist of the Year, 1997. Music Journalism
Awards Best National Criticism, 1997. Music Journalism Awards; Best National Magazine Feature
Story, 1996. Music Journalism Awards Nominee: Best Special Interest Story, 1998. National
Magazine Awards
LINER NOTES: The Best of Sugar Hill Records (Rhino)

Ibtisam S. Barakat

Palestinian writer, editor, and visual artist residing in Columbia, Missouri. She has a B.A. in English
literature from Birzeit University, and an M.A. in Journalism from the University of MissouriColumbia. Ibtisam’s non-fiction writing focuses on parent education, family relations, and the
empowerment of young people. Her creative writing focuses on healing the hurts of racism and
sexism. Her work has been published by Collegiate Press, University of Missouri Extension
Publications, Perfection Learning, Simon and Schuster for Young Readers, and Pocket Books.
Currently, she is conducting a research study on the influence of language on self-perception, and is
writing a book on growing up Palestinian under Israeli occupation. The first chapter of this book was
published in an anthology (Pocket Books/Simon and Schuster 1998) and
won a best-story award.

Ahimsa Timoteo Bodhrán

An is an award-winning writer, activist, and graduate student in Performance
Studies at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts. His work has
appeared in numerous publications including Mizna, LUNA, Maganda,
Frontera Literary Review, Response, and Evergreen Chronicles. Currently at
work on other projects, his first book, Yerbabuena/Mala yerba, All My Roots Need Rain: mixed blood
poetry & prose, is forthcoming.

Andrea Brunais

Andrea Brunais is the author of Night of the Litani, a novel set in Lebanon
(Mancorp Publishing). A former Knight-Ridder executive, she was Editorial
Page Editor of the Tallahassee Democrat from 1994 - 1998. Before that she
was an editorial writer and member of the editorial board and columnist for
The Tampa Tribune. She is a commentator for Florida Public Radio. She
graduated with honors from the University of South Florida, where the
faculty voted her "Outstanding Graduate in Journalism."

Her work as a journalist has won her first-place awards from the Southern Newspaper Publishers?
Association, the Florida Press Club, Florida Academy of Trial Lawyers and the Florida Medical
Association, as well as a Robert Kennedy Journalism Award for investigative reporting. Her 1994
novel, Night of the Litani, drew excellent reviews including from Digest of Middle East Studies and
Arab Studies Quarterly. Her latest work is "Wild Hillsborough," a script for a half-hour video for
Hillsborough Television, a program she also narrated.

Shaw Dallal

Author, Scattered Like Seeds, Syracuse University Press.
Scattered Like Seeds is a human story. It looks at cultural implications of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict by simply telling the story of Thafer Allam, a Palestinian American returning to the Middle
East.

Nihad Dukhan

The different classical styles of Arabic calligraphy, Dukhan asserts, offer unlimited possibilities to the
calligrapher. The form shown in his work, however, is not one of these classical styles. Although
inspired by, and occasionally resembles some of those styles, its postmodern look was achieved
through innovation guided by artistic sensibility and a certain quality of integrating the letters into a
whole. His designs are highly stylized, but remain legible, and their tremendous simplicity
immediately puts the viewer at ease. They incorporate some of the meaning of the written words
without compromising the general shape that the letters can take. As such, the designs offer a fresh
rendering of the Arabic letters. Dukhan started experimenting, pursuing, and refining this form
around 1989. His work was exhibited in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Washington DC, and
other US cities.
Nihad Dukhan was born in Nuseirat Camp, Gaza, Palestine in 1964. He attended local schools
before enrolling at Al-Najah National University in Nablus, West Bank, where he studied Physics. He
arrived in Toledo, Ohio in August 1983 where he started his studies at the University of Toledo's
College of Engineering. He received his Ph.D. in 1996 in Mechanical Engineering. Dr. Dukhan was
then appointed as a lecturer in the area of Thermo/Fluid Sciences at the University of Toledo. Today
he is a Senior Engineer at Marconi Communications in the Chicago area. He regards himself as a
reader and a listener: he has a compelling interest in Arabic and English literature (especially poetry)
and music.

Paul Findley

Author, They Dare to Speak Out. Former US Congressman, Southern Illinois. Read a reflection on
Paul Findley's work. They Dare to Speak Out : People and Institutions Confront Israel's Lobby,
Published 1985, 1989 (First published by Lawrence Hill Books in Westport CT. That disappeared
years ago and the imprint is now owned by Chicago Review Press and new printings are now handled
by a CRP adjunct, Independent Publishers, FAX 312 337-5985, pb $l6.95. AET (Washington Report
on Middle East Affairs) discount price $6.95). Deliberate Deceptions : Facing the Facts About the U.S.Israeli Relationship, Paul Findley / Hardcover / Published 1993 , 1995. (AET now has the sole
inventory of DD. Discount at AET: $10.50. Toll free to AET is 800-368-5788. ) Abraham Lincoln, the
Crucible of Congress, Paul, Findley. (This book on Lincoln's congressional term is being marketed
only by Eastern National, an organization that runs the book stores for the National Park Service.
Best source is Lincoln Home National Historic Site book store, Springfield, IL). Mr. Findley is
currently work on a book on American Muslim leaders.

Stephen Franklin

Reporter, Chicago Tribune. Has run a special series of insightful stories reflecting on the issues
surrounding Palestinian life in the West bank, and Palestinian and Israeli relations. His most recent
series of articles appeared in the Chicago Tribune in July and August 1999.

Kathryn Haddad

Playwright, essayist and community activist, her work has appeared in Colors Magazine, and she has
had two of her plays produced in the Twin Cities area. Kathryn has received a Minnesota State Arts
Board Grant, a Playwright's Center Many Voices Award along with awards from The Loft and
Intermedia Arts. She is co-founder and co-editor of MIZNA.

Sam Hamoud

Sam Hamoud earned his Ph.D. from The Writer's Workshop of The U. of Iowa (Iowa City), where he
also taught creative writing; He also taught at Princeton,Michigan, Howard, Pittsburgh and U. of
Wisconsin. Mr. Hamoud has published 9 books of poems, the two most recent were Dying with the
Wrong Name and in l999, The Arab Poems, The Muslim Poems. Some of his work was included in
Ishmael Reed's Konch (poems on Ella Fitzgerald and Joe Williams and articles on Kosovo, The Detroit
altercation between Arab and African Americans and an article on Mike Tyson, Muhammad Ali and
me).
At present he is working on a novel which deals with the Arab American
and African American relationships in the Chicago area where he grew up. It includes sections on
Elijah Muhammad and Malcolm X (both of whom he knew) and blues and jazz in all the scenes and
rhythms of our lives.

Ray Hanania

Ray Hanania established himself as an award-winning reporter
covering the Chicago City Hall political beat (1977-1985 with the
Southtown Economist Newspapers and 1985-1992 with the Chicago
Sun-Times). From 1993 until 1996 he published the weekly Villager
Newspapers which covered 14 southwest suburban Chicago
communities, based in Orland Park. He has received numerous
awards including a Peter Lisagor Award for column writing (1985),
placed second for a Lisagor Award in 1998, received two Stick-oType Awards for column writing from the Chicago Newspaper Guild,
and numerous other awards including a Media Writer's Award from
the Arab American Anti-Discrimination Committee, and an
Outstanding Achievement award from UPI.
He contributes to numerous publications and magazines including,
the Houston Chronicle, the Chicago Tribune, NEWSWEEK (A special
humor column on anti-Arab stereotypes in November, 1998), the
Star Newspaper, the Boston Globe, Crains Chicago Business, Inter@ctive Week Magazine, Chicago
Magazine, SCREEN Magazine, Video Store Magazine, Video Retailer Magazine, and Entertainment
Retailer Magazine.
He hosted his own live radio talk show on WLS AM/FM (1987-1992), and previously on WLUP FM
and also WBBM FM radio. He was a regular panelist on the WMAQ (NBC) TV program City Desk, the
WBBM (CBS) TV program Newsmakers, the WGN TV program People to People, the WTTW (PBS) TV
program Week in Review, and the WLS (ABC) TV program with Andy Shaw. In 1989, he was a
panelist on the televised mayoral debate between State's Attorney Richard Daley, Alderman Larry
Bloom and Mayor Eugene Sawyer.
Although his career is based in political journalism, Hanania has spent much time as an activist in
support of Middle East peace. At a young age, he debated Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban (1977)
and has appeared on several national interview programs. He served as spokesman for the Arab
American Congress for Palestine (1977-78), published the English-language Middle Eastern Voice
Newspaper (1977-1979), served as an anchor and reporter for the Voice of Palestine Radio (19761980), and as president of Organization of Arab Students at UIC. In 1991, he was nominated by the
Chicago Sun-Times for a Pulitzer Prize for a four-part series on life in the Israeli occupied West Bank.
His columns appear in publications throughout the Middle East.

Hanania is the author of "I'm Glad I Look Like a Terrorist: Growing Up Arab in America/Humor and
Reality in the Ethnic American Experience" (1996) and has four other books in various stages of
production. He is a board member of the Society of Midland Authors, a member of the Public
Relations Society of America, a member of RAWI, and a member of the Independent Writer's of
Chicago. He served as President and board member of the Suburban Press Club of Chicago, and was
a founder of the National Association of Arab American Journalists.

Nathalie Handal

Nathalie Handal was born on July 29, 1969. She has lived in the
United States, Europe, the Caribbean, and traveled extensively in
the Middle East and Eastern Europe. She is a poet, writer, and
literary researcher in the English and Drama Departments at the
University of London. Ms. Handal is also one of the Organizers at
the Pushkin Club (Russian Literary Center). She finished her
Masters of Arts in Literature and Creative Writing, and her
Bachelor or Arts in International Relations and Communications
at Simmons College in Boston, Massachusetts. Her work has
appeared in numerous magazines/literary journals in the United
States, Europe and the Middle East -- most recently, her work
has appeared and/or is forthcoming in Ambit, Stone Soup, Sable,
Jusoor, Visions-International, Al Jadid, and Al Karmel. She is the
title poet of an anthology edited by Naomi Shihab Nye, The Space
Between Our Footsteps (Simon & Schuster).
Ms. Handal is finishing an Anthology of Modern Arabic Women Poets, which is forthcoming in late
2000; and an Anthology of Arab-American Literature. Her poetic sequence, the never field, has just
been published by The Post-Apollo Press, California; and Traveling Rooms (a CD of poetry and music)
with Russian musicians, Vladimir Miller and Alexandr Alexandrov, produced in the United Kingdom,
has recently been released.
Dr. Rosina Hassoun
Professor, Biological Anthropology. Adjunct Professor, Michigan State University. Recently completed
a study on in Health and Aculturation in the Detroit Arab Community. Vice President, AAUG, Editor,
AAUG Monitor Newsletter.

Cynthia Percak Infantino

Cindy, a Chicago native, has worked in Lake County (Illinois) public
libraries since 1974. Her educational background includes a B.A. in
English from Lawrence U. and an M.S. in Library Science from the U.
of Illinois. She is currently Adult Services Coordinator at the Lake
Forest Library, specializing in online reference. Professional activities
during the past 25 years have ranged from book reviewing for School
Library Journal to digitizing local history resources. ... Since a 1996
residency at the American Center of Oriental Research in Amman,
Jordan (with her husband, Steve, a College of Lake County professor
who received a USIA fellowship to develop a humanities course on
Middle Eastern civilization), Cindy has been "awakened" to the rich
living tradition of Arabian arts and culture. While in Jordan, Cindy and
Steve were fortunate to meet Diana Abu-Jaber, who was a Fulbright
scholar during this time. ... On returning to the library world of
suburban Chicago, Cindy noticed the absence of Arab and ArabAmerican authors in public library collections. She developed a
resource guide to Arabic fiction and has shared this list with CLC's
literary club and several library groups.
Her list is displayed on the web. Using this list as a basis, a successful grant proposal ("Arab Voices")
was written for the North Suburban Library Foundation. In Spring 2000, a series of three book
discussions will be facilitated by local educators.

Mai Khader

Mai Khader is a member of the Chicago office of the American Friends Services Committee (AFSC)
which just recently completed a new documentary video "Collecting Stories from Exile: Chicago
Palestinians Remember 1948". Mai stars in the film.

Robert Kolasky
Bob Kolasky is the managing editor of IntellectualCapital.com. He has been with the e-zine since its
inception. Previously he worked in the press and membership departments at the Democratic
Leadership Council. He has written articles for publication since 1996 on a whole gamut of public
policy and political topics, ranging from race relations to the future of conservatism, from President
Clinton’s legacy to Russian politics. He has also spoken at conferences and written often on the
effects that the Internet -- and new media -- are having on journalism. He is 27 years old, and lives
in Arlington, Virginia, with his wife.

Jeryl Levin

Executive Director, Illinois Ethnic Coalition, community activist and writer. Jeryl Levin has been
involved in working with ethnic community groups in Chicago for more than a decade. Through her
work, the Illinois Ethnic Coalition has become one of the foremost resources for ethmic communities
and a reliable source of information to the midwestern media. Jeryl was a co-author of the Illinois
Ethnic Guide which lists ethnic community contacts.

Richard C. Lindberg
Richard C. Lindberg coordinates marketing, publicity, media relations, and lends research assistance
to Search International’s on-going investigations. Mr. Lindberg is an author, journalist, and research
historian who has published ten books dealing with aspects of Chicago history, politics, criminal
justice, sports, and ethnicity. Noteworthy in his body of work is To Serve & Collect: Chicago Politics
and Police Corruption From the Lager Beer Riot to the Summerdale Scandal the first published
history of the Chicago Police Department to appear in book form since 1887. The book was rereleased in paperback in the fall of 1998 by Southern Illinois University Press. Other recent titles
include: Chicago by Gaslight: A History of the Chicago Netherworld 1880-1920 (1995); Quotable
Chicago (1996); Passport’s Guide to Ethnic Chicago (1997); The Armchair Companion to Chicago
Sports (1997); and The White Sox Encyclopedia (1997). Lindberg is the president of the Society of
Midland Authors.

Brigid Maher

Brigid Maher completed her Master of Fine Arts course work at Northwestern University in Film
Directing in 1997. One of her recent film shorts was a festival highlight at the National Poetry Video
Festival and shown on WTTW's Image Union (Chicago, PBS). Before graduate school, Ms. Maher
focused her energies in the medium of theater. She directed plays, such as, The Crucible, Savage and
Limbo, and Overruled. Ms. Maher first became interested in developing her most recent project
"Adrift in the Heartland" in 1993, when she directed the play, Autumn Garden by Lillian Hellman, at
Birzeit University in the West Bank, Palestine. In 1994, Ms. Maher secured grant money and traveled
to Oman, to direct a documentary on the status of Omani women. The film is now used nationally as
an educational device in universities.
Adrift in the Heartland is a 90 minute feature film which centers on the friendship between two
women in Chicago from different backgrounds: Arab American and African American. Both women
are initially apprehensive toward one another, but through exposure, overcome their shared
stereotypes. As their friendship develops, the two women find strength to tackle their personal
obstacles and actualize their dreams.

Lisa Suhair Majaj

Palestinian-American writer of poetry, creative prose and literary and cultural criticism. Lisa is
working on a dissertation on Arab American literature for the University of Michigan. Her creative
writing has been published in a variety of journals and anthologies,
including International Quarterly, Visions International, Forkroads,
Grafitti Rag, Unsettling America, Food for our Grandmothers, Worlds in
Our Words, Miscegenation Blues, Homemaking: Women Writers and
the Politics and Poetics of Home, The Texas Observer, Cafe Solo, The
Space Between Our Footsteps, An Ear to the Ground, AlJadid, Mizna,
Jusoor and others.
Her articles on Arab-American literature appear in Memory and
Cultural Politics, Forkroads and elsewhere and are forthcoming in the
collections Arabs in America: Building a New Future and in US
Ethnicities and Postcolonial Theory. Lisa is the co-editor of three
collections of essays: The Politics of Reception: Globalizing Third World
Women's Texts is due out from Garland Publishing in April 2000; Intersections: Gender, Nation and
Community in Arab Women's Novels is completed and currently being considered for publication;
and a collection of essays on the writer Etel Adnan is in progress. Lisa has written the introduction
to Fay Afaf Kanafani's autobiography Nadia: Captive of Hope (M.E. Sharpe, 1999). She has served on
the board of AAUG and as a contributing editor of Forkroads, and in 1998-99 was a Visiting Scholar
at the Women's Studies Program in Northeastern University.
In 1997, Lisa traveled to Jerusalem, the West Bank and Jordan under the auspices of the U.S.I.S. to
give a series of poetry readings and lectures on Arab-American literature, and to participate in the
First International Palestine Writers Union Conference, held in Birzeit. "I've long felt the need for
more of a sense of community among Arab-American writers and artists, and the academic work I've
done has in many ways been geared toward trying to help create that community."

Janet McMahon

Janet McMahon is the Managing Editor, Washington Report on Middle East Affairs. She is a writer
and lecturer. Graduated from Reed College, Portland, Oregon in literature. She worked in Arts
Administration and managed a multi-cultural arts program. She attended the American University in
Cairo in 1987 and obtained a graduate diploma in Middle East Studies with an emphasis in
economics. She became managing editor of the magazine since 1989. Last year, she completed a
series after visiting Palestine.

Anisa Mehdi

Anisa Mehdi is an independent broadcast journalist who is currently working on a four-hour
documentary about Islam for PBS. She is also a contributing correspondent to the national PBS
news program Religion and Ethics News Weekly, and produces news reports for other public
television and public radio programs. In March of 1998 she made an unprecedented journey to
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, to report on the Hajj for Religion and Ethics, becoming the first American
television producer/reporter to do so. Her coverage won an award in the 1998 U.S.- International
Film and Video Festival. Since 1988 Ms. Mehdi has covered the arts and culture for the New Jersey
Network News (PBS) and continues to do so. Among the awards she’s won for journalistic excellence
during her tenure at New Jersey Network are two Mid-Atlantic Emmys, numerous awards from the
Society of Professional Journalists, and a citation from the American Film and Video Festival.
Ms. Mehdi's production company, Whetstone Productions, is based in Maplewood, New Jersey.
Whetstone Productions specializes in television production and reporting. Anisa Mehdi speaks at
forums and on college campuses about covering Islam and on the role of the arts in society. Recently
she participated in a PBS/Islamic Networking Group forum called "Islam Beyond the Stereotype," in
Santa Clara, California. She was co-master-of-ceremonies for the first annual "Khalil Gibran Spirit of
Humanity Awards" presented by the Arab American Institute Foundation in Washington, DC.

Ms. Mehdi may be heard from time-to-time as a commentator on National Public Radio's "All Things
Considered."
She also writes commentary for "I-VIEWS," a journal of news and views from an
American Muslim perspective on the web (www.iviews.com). Earlier in her career, Anisa Mehdi was
an associate producer for CBS News in New York, working with Dan Rather, Bill Moyers, Morley
Safer and Meredith Vieira. She began in broadcasting as a news writer at WBZ-TV in Boston. Ms.
Mehdi earned her M.S. at the Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia University and holds a
B.A. from Wellesley College. She is a graduate of the High School of Music and Art in New York City.

Salim Muwakkil

Salim Muwakkil is Senior Editor at In These Times
Magazine. He is an Op-Ed columnist for the Chicago
Tribune, a member of the editorial board and columnist
for the Madison-based Progressive Media Project, and he
serves on the board of the Chicago-based Community
Media Workshop. Since 1990, he has been an adjunct
professor at the Associated College of the Midwest's Urban
Studies Program. Muwakkil was a contributing columnist
for the Op-Ed page of the Chicago Sun-Times from 19931997, and is a contributing author to four books: The
Farrakhan Factor: African American Writers on Minister
Louis Farrakhan, Grove-Atlantic Press, 1998; The Bell
Curve Debate, Random House, 1995; Collateral Damage: The New World Order at Home and Abroad,
South End Press, 1992; Inside the L.A. Riots, Institute of Alternative Journalism, 1992. From 1986
to 1990, he taught journalism at Chicago's Columbia College and has been an adjunct professor at
both the School of the Art Institute of Chicago's Film Center -- where he lectured on Black Cinema -and Northwestern University's Medill School of Journalism -- where he taught a seminar on urban
issues.
A graduate of Rutgers University, Muwakkil began his career in journalism in the Newark, N.J.
bureau of the Associated Press in 1972. From 1974 to 1977, he was an editor of Muhammad Speaks,
the largest black-owned publication in the country. He is the recipient of several awards for
journalism (including the Institute of Alternative Journalism's Top Ten Media Heroes of 1994) and
music criticism. He is a former co-host of Pacifica News Network's daily Democracy Now election year
(95-96) program. From 1993 to 1996, he hosted a weekly talk show on Chicago radio station WVONAM, and remains an occasional host. Muwakkil also is a frequent guest on Chicago Tonight, a public
affairs program on WTTW-TV, Beyond the Beltway with Bruce Dumont, a nationally syndicated radio
program of political commentary, and Black Entertainment Television's (BET) Our Voices.
Muwakkil has provided on-air political analysis for FOX TV News in Chicago and is an occasional
commentator for the Pacifica News Network, The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and Monitor
Radio.

Louis Pukelis

Louis Pukelis is Vice President of Public Relations for KemperLesnik Integrated Communications, one
of Chicago's top independent PR firms. Louis has worked on a variety of accounts including for
Starbucks, the Illinois Department of Transportation, and has a background in radio journalism
where he covered Chicago events for many years.

Aziz Shihab
Former reporter for the Dallas Morning News and now publisher of the English-Arabic language
newspaper, The Arab Star. His award winning journalism was well respected in Texas and the
Southwestern and Western states. His writings on Middle East issues, now included in The Arab
Star, offer insight and understanding of the complex issues of society, politics and religion in the
Arab World.

John Sinno

President of the Arab Film Distribution, 2417 10th Ave., E., Seattle, WA., 98102. AFD distributes a
wide selection of Arab language and English language films representing the works of Arab World
filmmakers. AFD is a proud sponsor of this year's Arab American Writer's Conference. John will
moderate a panel on Arab film making. His web site is located at www.Arabfilm.com.
AFD grew out of the film activity surrounding the Goodwill Games. A labor of love, Sinno and Rita
Zawaideh have conquered many of the logistical challenges inherent in obtaining film from the Arab
World. Through their catalog, you can gain access to contemporary films and videos from throughout
the Middle East: Algeria, Iraq, Syria, Palestine and more. Moving into musical ventures, AFD is where
you can obtain copies of Nusrat Fatah Ali Khanis' January, 1995 concert at Kane Hall (CD
forthcoming).

Michael W. Suleiman

Michael W. Suleiman is University Distinguished Professor, Department of
Political Science, Kansas State University. Among his publications are: The
Arabs in the Mind of America (1988); Arab Americans: Continuity and Change
(1989), co-editor; U.S. Policy on Palestine from Wilson to Clinton (1995), editor;
and Arabs in America: Building a New Future (1999 -- forthcoming from Temple
University Press), editor. In 1994-95, Suleiman received an Institute for
Advanced Study Fellowship, Princeton, New Jersey, to write about Arabs in the
U.S. He has served as president of the Association of Arab-American
University Graduates (1977), and as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Middle East Studies Association of North America (1982-83).

Ghada Talhami

Ghada Talhami is a a professor of Middle East studies at Lake Forest College in Illinois. She is a
board member of the Association of Arab American University Graduates. The AAUG is one of the
longest serving Arab Americans organizations in the country. It publishes the Arab Studies
Quarterly, for which Prof. Talhami serves as editor. It also publishes a newsletter which monitors the
activities of its members and issues facing the Arab American community.

Margaret G. Tebo

Literary agent, lawyer, writer. President of The MG Tebo Literary Agency, Chicago. MG Tebo is a fullservice literary agency serving diverse clients. Handles sales, negotiation, contracting and marketing
of authors' works to both fiction and non-fiction publishers, plus licensing and sub-rights. Specialist
in constitutional law with extensive background in freelance writing and editing. Her articles have
appeared in numerous publications, including the Chicago Tribune, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and the
Student Lawyer. She is a past president of the University of Illinois Chapter of the Society of
Professional Journalists.

Stan West

Owner, Soweto West Press, Inc. Author and publisher of African American book titles. Stan West is a
an author-journalist with a multi-dimensional career in radio, television and print. West, a producer
and talk show host at WNUA FM Chicago, recently won the Chicago Bar Association’s Herman Kogan
Award for a 60-minute PBS television documentary, "Education: The Race Card," that he hosted. And
for his last three books, West has won numerous awards including Afrique Magazine’s W.E.B. Award
for Literature, the Proviso-NAACP Historical Literature Award, Ragdale Foundation’s Residency
Writer’s Award and Afri-Ware Book Store’s Community Service Award.
Books include: Profiles of Great African Americans , (Publications International, Ltd.) co-authored by
Stan West, Allison Keyes and David Smallwood; Prism: An African American Reporter’s MultiCultural View of the New South Africa (Soweto West Press); and, Why L.A. Happened: Implications of
the ’92 Los Angeles Rebellion
http://www.mcs.net/~stanwest/

Fadi Zanayed

A long time Chicago Palestinian activist and poet, his works have inspired many in the Chicago area.
His most recent book of poetry is entitled Cycle of Frustration, which is available through him by
calling 312-735-7755. He is currently completing a second book that tells the story of a Palestinian
born in 1948 using poetry, which is entitled Jathoor (which means roots in English). He is a Chicago
attorney serving the city's Southwest side and suburbs.

Sam Zanayed
Mr. Zanayed is a longtime community activist and a poet who has published several volumes of his
works. Mr. Zanayed is also the founder of one of the first Arabic Radio programs serving the Chicago
area, and he is a host of the Chicago Arab TV program, Mesall Khair Chicago. Mr. Zanayed also
serves as the Director of the Arab Advisory Commission, which is a part of the Chicago Human
Relations Commission, and is appointed by Mayor Richard M. Daley.

Biographies and Profiles
of Selected Attendees
Layla A. Abuisba
Ms. Abuisba holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in General Studies from the University of Texas at
Dallas, and is near completion of a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis. She is a recipient of two writing awards sponsored by the University of Missouri
Literary Journal (Litmag) -- one award received for poetry in 1998 and one award received for fiction
in 1999.

Talat Ibrahim Shanaah

Mr. Shanaah is a writer for the Jordanian Newspaper, Al-Dustour and a member of the USIA
sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending the 1999 National Professional Literary Conference on
Arab American and Ethnic Writing. The delegation is focused on studying the role of writers fostering
social change.

Abdessamad Dialmy

Mr. Dialmy is a professor of Anthropology at Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdellah University in Morocco,
and a Moroccan writer and author. He is a member of the USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers
attending the 1999 National Professional Literary Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Dr. Zakiya Ali Mallalah Abdulaziz
Dr. Mallalah is the director of the Drug Control Department for the Ministry of Public Health for the
Government of Qatar. She is a poet and has published nine poetry books. She is also a journalist
and authors a weekly column for the Qatar newspaper Al-Watan. Ms. Mallalah is a member of the
USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending the 1999 National Professional Literary
Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Hasan Sultan Al-Malki

Mr. Al-Malki is the head of the Qatar Cleansing and Garden Department at the Hamed Medical
Corporation. He is also a local newspaper writer. He is a member of the USIA sponsored delegation of
Arab writers attending the 1999 National Professional Literary Conference on Arab American and
Ethnic Writing.

Jaser Abd-Allah Alhawas

Mr. Alhawas is the Managing Editor of Al-Hayat newspaper and Al-Wasat magazine in Saudi Arabia.
He is a member of the USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending the 1999 National
Professional Literary Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Fahad Muhammed Al-Shareaf

Mr. Al-Sharif is editor of the Weekly Cultural Supplement of Al-Madinah Newspaper in Saudi Arabia.
He is a member of the USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending the 1999 National
Professional Literary Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Aniseh Abboud
Ms. Abboud is an agricultural engineer for the Fruit Research Center in Syria. She is a writer and a
poet, and novelist. Her weekly column appears in Al-Thawra Newspaper. Her recent novel Wild Mint
won regional acclaim. She is a member of the USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending
the 1999 National Professional Literary Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Ibrahim Khalil Al-Mostafa

Mr. Al-Mostafa is the assistant director for the Personnel Department for the Directorate of
Education in Raqqa, Syria. He is a writer and has published several novels in Syria. He is a member
of the USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending the 1999 National Professional Literary
Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Faysal Khartach

Mr. Khartach is a secondary school teacher of Arabic in Syria. He is also a writer and author, and
filmmaker. His film, Turab al-Ghurbah tells the story of a turn-of-the-century philosopher who
promoted democracy. He is a member of the USIA sponsored delegation of Arab writers attending the
1999 National Professional Literary Conference on Arab American and Ethnic Writing.

Stephen Infantino

Steve grew up in Chicago's Bridgeport neighborhood and attended Quigley Preparatory Seminary and
St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein. His theological education was completed at Gregorian
University in Rome, and he served as a parish priest at St. Genevieve's before joining the faculty of
Niles College of Loyola (now St. Joseph's Seminary). During the 1960s, he was active in the civil
rights movement, and helped organized the Cragin-Plus Community Organization.
Steve studied for his master's and doctorate in classics at the University of Chicago, writing his
dissertation on Socrates. Since 1973, he has taught philosophy at the College of Lake County in
Grayslake, Illinois. His specialty is philosophy of religion, and he conducted an on-site study of 20
spiritual communities in the U.S. connected with major world religions-resulting in a video series, "A
New Religious Pluralism in America." Steve contributed a chapter on the complementarity of world
religions to the book Fireball and the Lotus, and a chapter on ecumenism to Visions of an Interfaith
Future. Theologically, he has gone "from Rome to Canterbury," and is now a priest in the Episcopal
church. A USIA grant in 1996 involved a residency at the American Center of Oriental Research in
Amman, Jordan, where he developed a semester-long humanities course in Middle Eastern
Civilizations. Steve is an active member of the Middle East Studies Association and is deeply
interested in justice issues regarding Palestinians and in Muslim-Christian dialogue.

Mufid Deak

Mofid Deak is an Arab American journalist who has been working as a writer\editor\broadcaster in
Washington for the past 15 years. He is now a Writer\Editor with the the USIA Washington file, a
daily news file put out by USIA in English and several other languages, including Arabic, and
distributed throughout the Arab world via US embassies and the internet. He is currently involved
with several Arab media, print and radio outlets in both the Arab world and Europe, and serves as a

media consultant for INTERLINK, a television outfit that supplies TV reports and other programs to a
few Arab television stations in both the Arab world and Europe.
As part of his free-lance work, he now heads a team of Arab translators and editors who are just
about to start publishing an Arabic version of NEWSWEEK in Kuwait. Before joining USIA, Mr. Deak
worked as a reporter for the Arabic daily, London-based Asharq Al-Awsat in Washington for two years
where he covered Washington for that paper.
Mr. Deak started his journalistic career in Jerusalem where he worked as the foreign news desk
editor in the Al-Fajr Arabic daily between 19980-1983. He also occasionally wrote for the English AlFajr. Mr. Deak earned a B.A. in Linguistics from the University of Jordan in 1979, an M.A. in
Linguistics from George Mason University in Virginia in 1985, and completed the course work for a
Ph.D. in Linguistics at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. in 1990.

*********

Writer’s Resources & Contacts
Society of Midland Authors, PO Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610. www.midlandauthors.com
Provides networking and program services for authors residing in the midwest United
States. It is based in Chicago, Illinois.
National Writer’s Union, 113 University Place, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10211-0079.
212/254-0279. Affiliated with the United Auto Workers Union 1981. Provides union
services to freelance writers, including health insurance, job guidance and contract
negotiation assistance. Dues are based on freelance writing income. They publish “The
writer” newsletter and they have chapters in dozens of major American cities.
Radio & TV Interview Report. 135 East Plumstead Ave., Lansdowne, PA 19050-8206.
800/989-1400 ext. 107. This weekly publication is distributed to producers of radio and TV
stations around the country. It sells advertising space in the magazine and is well read by
producers. This magazine can help you connect directly to various local and network radio
and TV program directors and show producers.
Publisher’s Marketing Association, 627 Aviation Way, Manhattan Beach, CA, 90266. FAX:
310/374-3342. Subscription based service agency that provides networking and support for
self-publishing, published authors and writers. Weekly newsletter provide insight into how
to get published in all fields.
R. R. Bowker, PO Box 31, New Providence NJ 07974-9903. This is the most important
organization for writers and individuals who publish materials. They provide ISBN services
and will assist in registering your ISBN number. They also will place your title in the very
important book, Books In Print, and other important professional literary publications.
Additional books include the American Library Directory, to help you market your books to
the large American library marketplace.
The Pushcart Prize (Best of Small Presses), PO Box 380, Wainscott, NY 11975. Accepts
nominations for independent works. Nominations must be made by the publishers. The
deadline is December 1 of each year. Winners are published each spring in the Pushcart
Prize book.

Al-Jadid: A Record of Arab Culture & Arts. Monthly Arab American literary journal. PO
Box 24996, Los Angeles, CA., 90024-0996. 800/624-2686. Aljadid@jovanet.com
Post-Apollo Press, 35 Marie Street, Sausalito, CA 94965. 415/332-1458. Publishes many
books including those addressing Arab and Arab American issues.
Arab American Almanac, Published by the News Circle Magazine, California. 818/2465265.
Arab Arts Council, PO Box 1196, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. 919/929-9112. Leading Arab
American literary and cultural organization.
News Clippings Services, 363 W. Erie St. 7E, Chicago IL 60610. Publishes the annual
booklet of American publications in Illinois with networking links in other states. This
publication is an essential asset to anyone seeking public relations successes.
The Bridge Newsletter, a publication serving Arab Americans of Central Ohio. PO Box
307112, Columbus, OH 43230-7112.
MIZNA, An Arab American Literary Journal, PO Box 14294, Minneapolis MN 55414,
mizna@mizna.org. Published by Kathryn Haddad and Saleh Abudayyeh.
National Writers Association, 1450 S. Havana St., Suite 424, Aurora CO., 80012.
Provides a wide variety of writing services. 303/751-7844. Publishes Authorship Magazine
and provides contacts for self-publishers and contacting book and literary agents.
Chicago Printer’s Row Book Fair, held in conjunction each year with the American Book
Association fair. 17127 S. Indiana, #104, Chicago IL 60616. Hosts one of Chicago’s most
popular street book fairs. Table costs are only $150 for the two day event. 312/987-9896.
Held every June.
PR Choices Services. Provides paid services to mass distribute press releases
comprehensively to national lists of newspapers (by size) and magazines. Five locations
including Chicago, 303 East Wacker Drive., Chicago IL 60601. 312/856-9000. Direct mails
to TV Talk shows, radio talk shows, and newspapers. Expensive but very effective.
Arab Film Distribution,
www.arabfilm.com
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Ave.,

Seattle

WA

98102,

206/322-0882.

Independent Writers of Chicago, 7855 Gross Point Rd., Unit M., Skokie IL 60077.
847/676-3784, www.iwoc.org
Jusoor, Arab American Literary Magazine, Edited by Munir Akash. PO Box 34163, West
Bethesda MD 20817 301/869-5853.
The Media Oasis, online Internet information resource on Arab and Arab American
literature and writing. www.hanania.com
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Most Americans View Arabs Negatively and Associate the Community with
“Terrorism,” according to a public survey
Chicago – Most Americans view Arabs unfavorably and associate them with the term
“terrorism,” a recent telephone survey of 450 Americans shows.
Although the respondents showed a familiarity with Middle East events and
leaders, and they view the Middle East as an important influence on their lives,
most said they did not know an Arab American.
The nationwide survey was conducted by Urban Strategies Group between
August 1 – 15. A total of 821 calls were made with 450 responding. Responses were
not taken from three who said they were either of Arab heritage or were related to
someone of Arab heritage.
“What is really disconcerting is that it seems that a majority of Americans are
familiar with Arabs and the Middle East but have strong negative associations of
them,” said Ray Hanania, an Arab American author and media strategist who
conducted the survey.
“The survey shows that while Americans believe they know a lot about the
Arab American community and the Arab world, they do not, and it explains the
heavy, one-sided perspectives of Arabs and Arab World issues that dominate the
American media, Hollywood movies, and public discussions on related issues.”
The poll did confirm that most Americans associate several words with the
term “Arab,” a phrase that encompasses people who originate from the Middle East
and whose primary language is Arabic.
“When you ask them to associate three words with the word Arab, 47 percent
said ‘terrorism,’ 11 percent said ‘foreigners’ and 7 percent said ‘store owners’,”
Hanania said.
“These findings are disturbing. It underscores a serious perception problem.
Those surveyed said they recognized the importance of Middle East events, yet they

knew little substance or had any direct exposure to Arab Americans and/or Arab
World culture.”
According to the survey, a large majority said that “Allah” is a different God
than the one they worship.
“This is a fundamental inaccuracy that can be corrected, but that continues
to persist probably as a result of bigotry or antagonism,” said Hanania. “The term
‘Allah’ is merely the Arabic word for God, and is the same God worshipped by
Muslims, Christians and Jews.”
In fact, most of those taking the survey did not know that there are Arabs who
are Christian.
The findings also show that: Anwar Sadat is still the “best known” Arab
leader, edging out Saddam Hussein who remains in the headlines; Only 25 percent
of the people surveyed could name two or more Arab countries, with Israeli cited as
an “Arab country” by six of the respondents; only 39 percent of those surveyed said
they had a “good feeling” about Arab Americans, although only 28 % said they knew
someone who was Arab American.
“It’s clear that Arab Americans have a long way to go to change the
stereotypes and perceptions that exist and that our efforts, while improving over the
last decade, continue to fall short of what we need to do,” Hanania said.
“Part of the problem, and this should be explored further, is that most were
unfamiliar with Arab American or Middle East literature, or they intentionally stay
away from materials with that subject matter. That’s tragic.”
--et--

Survey of American Perceptions of Arab Americans
(August 1 – 15)
The purpose of this survey is to assess American perceptions of Arab Americans.
The responses are confidential and the names and telephone numbers of
participants will be kept confidential. Are you of Arab heritage or are you related to
someone who is of Arab heritage?
No
100 %
(450)
1.
Do you know someone who is Arab American?
Yes: 28 %
(126)
No: 49 %
(221)
2.
Can you name a country where Arab Americans originate?
Didn’t know one country
41 %
(188)
One Country
33 %
(149)
Two Countries
12 %
(54)
Three Countries
8%
(36)
Four or more Countries
5%
(23)
3.
Yes
No

Can you recall and name a movie that involved an Arab American or Arab
theme?
65 %
(292)
35 %
(158)
n Of those voting yes, please name a movie:
The Siege
17 %
(50)
Exodus
15 %
(44)
Not Without My Daughter
14 %
(41)
Aladdin
12 %
(35)
Lawrence of Arabia
11 %
(32)
Thief of Baghdad
9%
(26)
Cleopatra
6%
(18)

4.
What is your general feeling about Arab Americans?
Favorable
39
(176)
Unfavorable
37
(167)
Undecided
24
(107)
5.

If you had to associate a term of your own choice with your view of Arab
Americans, what would it be?
Terrorism
47 %
(212)
Foreigners
11 %
(50)
Store Owners
7%
(32)
Good food
6%
(27)
6.
Can you name an individual
Omar Sharif
42 %
Michael DeBakey
6%
Casey Kassem
3%

who is Arab American?
(189)
(27)
(14)

7.
Can you name an Arab American leader?
Anwar Sadat
31 %
(140)
Saddam Hussein
29 %
(131)
Yasir Arafat
25 %
(113)
Moamar Khadafy
3%
(14)
8.

If you had to choose sides between supporting the Israelis or supporting
the Palestinians, who would you support?
Israel
47 %
(211)
Palestinians
22 %
(99)
Undecided
31 %
(140)
9.
Yes
No

Although the majority of Arabs are Muslims, are you aware that many
Arabs are also Christian?
36 %
(161)
62 %
(279)

10. Is Allah a different God or the same God as the God you worship?
Same
8%
(36)
Different
80 %
(360)
Did not know
12 %
(54)
11.
Yes
No

Can you name one book that was authored by an Arab American?
6%
(27)
88 %
(396)
n Of those responding “Yes,” which titles:
Exodus
45 %
(12)
Lawrence of Arabia
25 %
(7)

12.

Do you believe that events in the Middle East are important and do have
an impact on your life?
Yes
51 %
(230)
No
18 %
(80)
Undecided
31 %
(140)
Notes: Survey conducted by telephone from a nationwide sampling of residents with telephone
numbers between August 1 and August 15. A total of 821 telephone calls were made to obtain
450 respondents. Three individuals were eliminated who said they were of Arab heritage or
who said they were related to someone who is of Arab heritage.

