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NAAJA was founded in 1999 to defend the rights of 
American Arab journalists, to network to provide sup-
port and assistance to American Arab journalists and 

communicators and to encourage young American Arab 
students to pursue careers in journalism.

Join NAAJA today and make a difference in America.

It’s free. 

Launch a chapter in your city.

Meet other professional and student
journalists and communicators.



Saturday April 30
Program Schedule

(Two Panel Tracks, Panel A & Panel B)

9 - 10:10 am

Representation of Ethnic Media in America: 
Professional Development Workshop

Speakers will discuss their experiences in covering the 
AMerican Arab community. They will also discuss 
methods of creating dialogue between ethnic media and 
the mainstream media, and strengthening the voice of 
ethnic media outlets. This workshop will also discuss 
flash points between the mainstream media and coverage 
of American Arabs, Muslims and ethnic communities.

- Suzanne Manneh, New America Media 
- Hunaid Baliwala, General Manager, Bridges TV
- Stephen Franklin, former Chicago Tribune Middle 
East correspondent, reporter Detroit Free Press and now 
director of Ethnic Media for the Community Media 
Workshop 
- Ginnah Muhammad, radio talk show host 

10:15 am - 11:25

Youth in Journalism 

Students and recent graduates discuss challenges they 
face in finding work, covering the community and free-
lancing to American Arab and Muslim publications. 

- Ali Beydoun, Arab American Student Union, Wayne 
State University 
- Laura Fawaz, photographer, journalism graduate, 
Wayne State University 
- Ali Sayed, president of HYPE 
- Delia Habhab, Wayne State University Communica-
tions graduate

9 - 10:10 am

Telling our story through on-line & video 
media methods

This roundtable will discuss the power and produc-
tion of online print, audio and video communica-
tion, as well as filmmaking. The panel will provide 
valuable tools and information on how to produce 
and promote these innovative approaches to telling 
the story. This key discussion will also be exploring 
new avenues to engage in low-cost content creation, 
seeking to involve more of our talented end-users 
the world over. 

- Stephen Coats, Sabeel Media 
- Weam Namu, journalist 
- Brian Bowe, visiting assistant professor of journal-
ism in Grand Valley State University’s School of 
Communications
- Geri Alumit Zeldes, assistant professor in the 
School of Journalism at Michigan State University

10:15 am - 11:25 
Civil Rights and American Arabs: 10 Years after 
9/11

Speakers will discuss the state of anti-Arab and 
Muslim discrimination, immigrationa nd civil rights 
in America as we approach the 10th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11, 2001. What are the challenges? 

- Peter J. Hammer, Prof. of Civil Rights, Wayne 
State Uni. 
- Ron Scott, radio talk show host
- Imad Hamad, ADC Michigan 
- 



12:40 - 1:50 pm 

Palestine, the Media, & the Movie Miral 

Panelists will discuss how the media portrays the story 
of Palestine to the American public and provide meth-
ods of delivering more accurate positive stories about 
Palestinians. Speakers will also address the controver-
sial “Palestine Papers” and their impact on Middle East 
peace. 

- Hasan Nawash, Palestine Center Dearborn 
-
- 
- 

1:55 pm - 3 pm 

Immigration, human services, & the Arizona Law 

Arab American like other foreign born population are 
affected by the current broken immigration system. 
Many states including Michigan have proposed legisla-
tion “Arizona Copy-Cat law,” targeting undocumented 
immigrants like the proposed House bill 4305 in Michi-
gan which would allow police to arrest people on the 
suspicion that they are undocumented. Some of these 
legislations have become law such as the Michigan 
driver’s license law which does not allow for renewal 
of the driver’s license for those are unable to prove that 
they are “legally present”; thus causing a significant 
portion of the undocumented population to drive with-
out a current license or insurance. Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder takes a the view that he likes to increase immi-
gration and foster diversity.

- Steven N.Garmo, Esq. Attorney & Counselor at Law, 
Law Offices of Garmo & Associates, P.C.
- 
- 

12:40 - 1:50 pm 

Covering American Arab Communities

Journalists discuss the challenges in covering Ameri-
can Arab and Muslim communities. They share their 
experiences in covering American Arabs. Discuss 
examples of stories and feedback. Do they get support 
from the American Arab and Muslim communities? 
Does the community provide information? Are the 
stories focused mainly on controversy or do they also 
cover day-to-day events?

- Niraj Warikoo, reporter, Detroit Free Press
- Joe Grimm is a professor of media at Michigan State 
University, former editor, recruiter at the Detroit Free 
Press
-

1:55 pm - 3 pm 

NAAMA Panel on health

Panelists help Arab American journalists source 
healthcare news stories, find reputable and credible 
expert spokespersons, provide more healthcare educa-
tion through the media and inform the Arab American 
community about healthcare issues and options to be 
better and more savvy consumers of health care.

- Renée Ahee, APR, Facilitator and presenter, Ex-
ecutive Director, National Arab American Medical 
Association
- Ahmad Adam, President/CEO and Founder of Cres-
cent Foods
- Dr. Raymond Hilu, internal medicine specialist at 
St. John Health System and a teaching physician, has 
confirmed his participation.
- Cindy Goodaker, executive editor of Crain’s Detroit 
Business, has confirmed her participation.
- Kim Koslowski, Journalist, the Detroit News

LUNCHEON: 11:30 to 12:30 
Guest Speaker

Award Winning Journalist George Hishmeh



3:05 pm - 4:25 pm 

American Arab Journalism under siege: the firing of 
Helen Thomas, Octavia Nasr and the anti-Arab back-
lash in the mainstream media 

Panelist will discuss the recent Society of Professional 
Journalists decision to terminate the Helen Thomas 
Lifetime Achievement Award, and discuss the Free-
dom of Speech. Speakers will also discuss other 
incidents of mainstream media bias against journalists 
and how this can be confronted and changed. Issues 
also include the exclusion of American Arabs from 
journalism organizations like UNITY: Journalists of 
Color. 

- Christine Tatum, former President of the Society of 
Professional Journalists
- Lloyd Weston, journalist and Wayne State Univer-
sity alumni 
-

4:30 pm - 6 pm 

The American Arab Media 
Panelists discuss challenges facing their publications 
and media. How do they cover stories? What do they 
need to provide comprehensive coverage of the Amer-
ican Arab Newspaper? Can they serve as the “medium 
of record” for American Arabs? Are they being re-
spected or marginalized by the mainstream American 
media and the Arab World media? 

- Mansour Tadros, al-Mustaqbal Chicago
- Warren David, ArabDetroit.com
- Khalil Ramal, reporter Arab American News 
-

3:05 pm - 4:25 pm

MEDIA WORKSHOP:
Why Progressive Activists Often Fail in the Battle for 
“Hearts and Minds” and what You Can Do About It
This presentation will be based on my four decades of 
social justice activism and my experiences in generat-
ing media coverage as an activist on the local level 
and later professionally both on a national and interna-
tional scale. What holds us back; why; what you can 
do about it and how to get your message out will be 
the focus of my presentation.

- Peter Wirth, President GW Associates, Washington 
DC

4:30 pm - 6 pm

Peace Process and Change in the Arab World, from 
Tunisia to Egypt to Libya to Bahrain 
Speakers will discuss the factors pushing change in 
the Arab World. The response of the Obama Admin-
istration to pro-Democracy protests in Tunisia and 
Egypt and the role of politics in American Foreign 
policy in compromising Democracy goals. What 
impact does Israel and the American support of Israel 
have on US Foreign policy towards the protestors? 
Can Egypt change and what impact will it have in a 
post Mubarak-era. 

- Ali Younes, Washington DC based columnist
- George Hishmeh, award winning journalist
-

NAAJA condemns the political partisanship taken by the Society of
Professional Journalists to silence the voices of American Arabs and

punish Helen Thomas for her freedom of speech to express her opinion. 
We call on the SPJ to restore the Helen Thomas Lifetime Achievement 

Award and elect new leadership that isn’t afraid to embrace professional 
journalism ethics or to stand for journalistic free speech.

Join SPJ today & make a difference from within.    www.SPJ.org



GALA DINNER: 7 pm to 11:30 pm 
Emcee:  Warren David, ArabDetroit.com

Laila alHusinni, NAAJA Detroit Coordinator
Ray Hanania, NAAJA National Coordinator

Keynote/Honored Speakers

Abed Ayoub, ADC Legal Director
Fighting Discrimination in the decade since Sept. 11

Lawrence Pintak, author “The New Arab Journalist

Mohamed Abdel Dayem, Middle East & North Africa Program
Coordinator for the Committee to Protect Journalists

Presentation:
NAAJA Excellence in Journalism Awards

Presentation:
NAAJA Student Scholarships

Entertainment
Usama Balbaki Arabian Ensemble

Sunday Meeting: 9 am - 11:30 
Discussion: Moving forward. How to network American Arab Journalists 
across the country to strengthen our voice. Chapter building. How to build 

an effective voice.



Guest Speakers
AHMAD ADAM

Ahmad Adam is the President/CEO and Founder of Crescent 
Foods, Chicago, USA. With an engineering degree and extensive 

experience in building businesses from the 
ground up, he founded Crescent Foods in 
1995 to supply the highest quality 100% 
grain fed Halal chicken products nation-
wide, across the US market. Crescent 
products are available at select Wal-Mart 
supercenters, some Costco regional loca-
tions, Multi and Single unit Supermarkets 
as well as Ethnic grocery stores and restau-
rants. www.crescenthalal.com 

Ahmad Adam is also the Founder/President of the American Halal 
Association. With a clear commitment to the mission of develop-
ing Halal as a socio-economic force, Ahmad has been the driving 
force behind the formation of the American Halal Association, 
a not-for-profit trade association to protect, strengthen and serve 
the Halal industry in North America www.americanhalalassocia-
tion.org . He is also the Executive Director of Halalconnect a new 
consumer-Halal-Industry magazine www.halalconnect.com. 

The American Halal Association is promoting the standardization 
of the American Halal Industry through the creation of a Sharia’h 
Council, American Halal Standards Council, an American Halal 
Accreditation Board and Third Party Auditing Agencies. An active 
member of the Muslim community in Chicago, Ahmad is well-
known and respected for his work for Islam, both in the Mosque 
and in the community.”

RENEE AHEE

Renée Ahee, APR, is executive director of the 
National Arab American Medical Association 
and president of Ahee Communications, Inc., 
a public relations and marketing firm. NAA-
MA is a non-profit professional organiza-
tion for Arab American physicians and other 
licensed medical professionals headquartered 
in Birmingham, Michigan, with 27 chapters 
across the country. 

Renée is an accredited public relations 
professional. She is co-founder and board member of the Arab 
American Women’s Business Council, an Advisory Board mem-
ber of the Lebanese American Chamber of Commerce, board 
president of Metro Solutions and board member of Matrix Theatre 
Company.

HUMAIN BALIWALA 

Hunaid Baliwala is the General Manager of Bridges TV

ALI BEYDOUN

President, the Arab American Student Union at Wayne State 
University.

 

BRIAN J. BOWE

Brian J. Bowe is a visiting assistant professor of journalism in 
Grand Valley State University’s School of Communications. He 
is also pursuing his Ph.D. in Michigan State University’s Media 
and Information Studies program. He is the co-producer of the 
award-winning documentary film The Death of an Imam. Bowe’s 
research interests include framing and media representations of 
cultural groups, particularly Muslims. He also researches the 
use of social media for political organizing in countries where 
freedom of the press is curtailed. Bowe is a participating faculty 
member in Grand Valley’s Middle Eastern Studies program. He 
has worked in public relations and as a reporter at newspapers in 
Michigan and New Hampshire, covering politics, city govern-
ment, transportation and entertainment. Bowe is a longtime music 
journalist and author of young adult biographies of rock groups 
Judas Priest, The Ramones and The Clash. He also co-edited the 
anthology CREEM: America’s Only Rock ’n’ Roll Magazine 
(2007, Harper/Collins) and has written liner notes for Iggy & the 
Stooges and Was (Not Was). (B.A., M.S., Grand Valley State 
University). 

STEPHEN COATS 

Stephen Coates is the president of Sabeel Media. 

Born in the Northwest of the USA in 1972, at the age of 4 he 
moved with his mother and father and brother and sister to 
Sana’a, Yemen, where he spent five of his formative years enjoy-
ing the sights and sounds of this rich culture and heritage. Moving 
back to the States in 1980, Stephen lived in the small agricultural 
community of Midvale, ID until his graduation from high school 
in 1990. During these high school years his interest in story, film-
making and the media was cultivated by a grant from the state of 
Idaho to promote the use of video production by students in the 
educational process. This led Stephen to enroll in Biola Univer-
sity in 1990 from which he graduated in 1994 with a BA in Com-
munications, emphasis on Radio/TV/Film. For the past 16 years 
Stephen has pursued his passion for story, the visual and audio 
mediums, culture, language and spirituality in a variety of media 
production roles. Presently working as the President of- SABEEL 
MEDIA www.sabeelmedia.comFostering a relational media com-
munity through engaging artistic expressions of spiritual, moral, 
and cultural value in accessible language. 501c3 Non-Profit

WARREN DAVID

Warren David is President and CEO of Da-
vid Communications, Warren David epito-
mizes the entrepreneur who turns visions 
into thriving enterprises. His career com-
prises several organizations that he created 
and developed that have given him a solid 
track record in the field of communications 
and a sterling reputation for quality service, 
spirited management, and high personal and 
professional integrity.

Mr. David always brings a special flare to projects and events, 
often serving as program coordinator, moderator, and/or master of 
ceremonies. Well-rounded in his career and commitment to com-
munity and culture, Warren David has mastered the art of making 
visions real and instilling hope and optimism in his associates and 



friends. More than as an entrepreneur, Mr. David excels in mass 
media communications, community activism and civic respon-
sibility. His enthusiasm for multi-cultural projects is contagious, 
and his ability to attract people to them is unparalleled. For more 
information, visit www.ArabDetroit.com.

MOHAMED ABDEL DAYEM 
(Gala Dinner Keynote Speaker) 

Mohamed Abdel Dayem is the Middle 
East & North Africa Program Coordina-
tor. Before joining CPJ in December 
2008, Mohamed Abdel Dayem was 
a research analyst at the Save Darfur 
Coalition, where he was responsible 
for researching and producing all of 
the coalition’s written materials. Abdel 
Dayem was also involved in increasing 
the coalition’s outreach and coordina-

tion with activists, governments, and the media in the Middle 
East and Muslim world at large. In late 2006 and early 2007, 
Abdel Dayem worked at the National Endowment for Democ-
racy, where he managed the Endowment’s Iraq portfolio. Prior to 
that, he spent nearly five years at Human Rights Watch, conduct-
ing research and media outreach on countries throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa. Abdel Dayem has also worked at 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. He has also been 
a consultant to a variety of NGOs, including the international 
Center for Transitional Justice, the Open Society Institute’s 
Iraq Revenue Watch, the Fund for Global Human Rights, and 
the International Center for Journalists, among others. A graduate 
of the University of Central Florida, where he majored in politi-
cal science and anthropology, Abdel Dayem also has an M.A. 
from the School of Advanced International Studies at the Johns 
Hopkins University, where he specialized in international law, 
conflict management and international economics. Aside from 
English, Abdel Dayem is fluent in Arabic and German. He has 
lived and traveled extensively in the Middle East. Click here to 
read Mohamed Abdel Dayem’s blog. 

LAURA FAWAZ

Laura Fawaz is a graduate from Oakland University with a 
major in broadcast journalism, and a double minor in studio art 
– photography, and Islamic studies. She recently opened her own 
photography company, The World Captured Photography, which 
she owns and is a photographer for. Her future plans include trav-
eling to the Middle East to take photographs and interview of the 
people living there, their political and social situations, and ways 
of everyday living. 

STEVE FRANKLIN

Steve Franklin is a blogger for the Community Media Workshop 
and the Chicago is the World blog. He is an award-winning jour-
nalist and former foreign correspondent for the Chicago Tribune. 
He covered the Middle East for the Tribune as a bureau chief 
and on numerous assignments in the region. He has also reported 
from Central and Latin America. Besides the Tribune, he worked 
for the Detroit Free Press, the Philadelphia Bulletin, the Miami 
Herald, and the Washington Daily News. He was a runner-up for 
the Pulitzer prize, and a series of his articles were among the top 
investigative stories cited by the Society of Business Editors and 
Writers in 2007. Steve Franklin also works with the Community 
Media Workshop on outreach to and support for Chicago’s 300 

print, broadcast, and on-line ethnic news outlets. He has trained 
Egyptian journalists for the International Center for Journalists 
(ICFJ) and for the Cairo-based Media Development Program. 

PHIL FRAYNE 

Phil Frayne is the Director of the Office of Press and Public 
Diplomacy, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs for the U.S. State 
Department

STEVEN N. GARMO

Steven N. Garmo is a partner in the 
law firm of Garmo & Associates, 
P.C. where he specializes in the 
U.S. Immigration Law. Mr. Garmo 
was recently selected as the 2010 
Michigan Super lawyer and 2010 
Super lawyer, Corporate Counsel 
Edition in Immigration Law. He 
has a J.D. from the University of 
Detroit School of Law, a B.A. in 
History from the University of 
Michigan, and an A.S. in com-

puter Science from Detroit college of Business (Now Davenport 
University). Mr. Garmo previously chaired the Oakland County 
Bar Association immigration section and is an active member 
of the American Immigration Lawyers Association since 1989. 
Mr. Garmo is a frequent speaker on immigration related issues. 
He currently host a bi-weekly Radio program titled “Immigra-
tion Today” and a weekly TV programs about immigration under 
the title of “Immigration Today”. He has conducted immigration 
seminars all over the world including South America, Africa, 
Asia and Europe. He has also published extensively both in Eng-
lish and Arabic, various articles relating to U.S. immigration law. 
Mr. Garmo has authored the articles on the Visa Processing guide 
for the American Embassy in Amman, Jordan, Baghdad, Iraq and 
Damascus, Syria for the Visa Processing Guide published by the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA). 

JOE GRIMM

Joe Grimm is visiting editor in residence at the Michigan State 
University School of Journalism. Grimm teaches weekly for the 
Living Textbook, an Asian American Journalists Association 
demonstration project with seventh graders at a primarily Arab-
American school in Dearborn. Grimm created “100 Questions 
and Answers About Arab Americans, a Journalist’s Guide,” and 
posted it on the Web on Sept. 12, 2001. He teaches journalism 
in the five-week National High School Institute at Northwest-
ern University and in local community education programs. He 
writes about journalism careers and diversity for the Poynter 
Institute, the Freedom Forum and MSU. He also maintains the 
journalism careers site, www.jobspage.com.

DELIA HABHAB 

Delia Habhab graduated from Wayne State 
University in 2009 with a Master of Arts in 
Communications degree. The focus of her 
Master’s Thesis was the increasingly preva-
lent negative media portrayals of Arab Ameri-
cans since the events of September 11, 2001.

Prior to receiving her Master of Arts degree, 



Delia attended the University of Michigan, Dearborn, where she 
graduated with High Distinction with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English. Since 2007, Delia has served as a contributing writer 
for the acclaimed Arab American News, the Arab American 
community’s leading news publication. For four years Delia 
served as Development Coordinator for the American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee, the nation’s premiere civil rights 
organization which advocates on behalf of Arab Americans. 

She currently serves as a Research Coordinator with the Wayne 
State University School of Medicine, where she works on studies 
that are relevant to local communities, including the Arab Ameri-
can community.

IMAD HAMAD 

Imad Hamad is the Regional Direc-
tor and Senior National Advisor for 
Public Affairs of the American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), the premier civil rights or-
ganization in the nation on behalf of 
Arab Americans. Under his leader-
ship, ADC Michigan has become 
one of the mosta active chapters in 
the fight against discrimination. He 
was also the victim of discrimination 
himself. He is a long time community 
advocate, who has fought for the 

cause of civil rights and justice. 

Mr. Hamad came to the United States as a student in 1980. He 
served the Arab American community in Michigan as a bilingual 
counselor, social worker and job developer until 1997, when he 
assumed his position as the Regional Director of ADC. Through-
out the years, he has earned his community’s respect and has 
become one of its rising leaders. Click here for more information. 

PETER HAMMER

A Professor at Wayne State University Law 
School since 2003, Professor Hammer spe-
cializes in Health Law & Policy, examining 
the industry from an institutional economic 
perspective. He is a recipient of an Investiga-
tor Award in Health Policy Research from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and served 
as lead editor for Uncertain Times: Kenneth 
Arrow and the Changing Economics of Health 
Care, a book published by Duke University 

Press (2003). Before joining Wayne State, Professor Hammer 
spent several years on the faculty of the University of Michigan 
Law School. He is presently an Adjunct Professor at the Univer-
sity of Michigan School of Public Health in the Department of 
Health Management and Policy. 

RAY HANANIA 

Ray Hanania is the founder and coordinator for the National 
American Arab Journalists Association. He is a veteran news-
paper political reporter and columnist who entered journalism 
in 1976 covering Chicago City Hall thru 1992. Hanania costed 
a weekend live radio talk show on WLS AM Radio, and later 
hosted the Radio Chicagoland morning show on WJJG radio. He 

is the co-host of Radio Baladi broad-
cast on Friday morning in Chicago on 
WJJG AM 1530 at 7 am and in Detroit 
on WNZK AM 690 at 8 am. Hanania 
writes a syndicated column for Creators 
Syndicate and for the Jerusalem Post 
every Wednesday and at PalestineNote.
com, and he writes a weekly syndi-
cated column on Chicago, Midwest and 
American political affairs for several 
newspapers in Chicagoland. Hanania published two American 
Arab newspapers, The Middle Eastern Voice (1975-1977) and 
the Arab American View (1999-2002). He can be reached at 
www.TheMediaOasis.com.  He is the recipient of four Lisagor 
Awards from the Chicago Headline Club, the largest chapter of 
the Society of Professional Journalists, and the 2010 winner of 
the Sigma Delta Chi award for column writing from the SPJ. 
He received the New America Media “Best Ethnic American 
Columnist” in 2007 and was the recipient of the Mehdi Courage 
in Journalism Award in 2009. He is a national board member 
of the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee and vice 
president of the ADC Chicago Chapter. 

DELINDA HANLEY

Delinda Hanley is the news editor of the Washington Report 
on Middle East Affairs, a magazine that focuses on events and 
issues in the Middle East and in the American Arab and Muslim 
community. The Washington Report on Middle East Affairs is 
a 100-page magazine published 9 times per year in Washing-
ton, DC, that focuses on news and analysis from and about the 
Middle East and U.S. policy in that region.

The Washington Report is published by the American Edu-
cational Trust (AET), a non-profit foundation incorporated in 
Washington, DC by retired U.S. foreign service officers to pro-
vide the American public with balanced and accurate informa-
tion concerning U.S. relations with Middle Eastern states.

KELLY HAYES-RAITT

Kelly Hayes-Raitt was credentialed by the Jordanian govern-
ment as she entered Iraq illegally in July 2003, three months 
after the US-led invasion. She reported live from Baghdad, 
Fallouja, Hilla and Basra via satellite phone to National Public 
Radio, KNBC-TV (Los Angeles affiliate), and other mainstream 
American outlets. Additionally, she wrote a series of columns 
for the Santa Monica Daily Press. Random House published two 
of those columns recently in a widely distributed mainstream 
anthology (Female Nomad & Friends, June 2010).

Since 2007, Ms. Hayes-Raitt has reported while held at gun-
point at a checkpoint in Hebron, from Beddawi refugee camp a 
week after the Lebanese Army’s destruction of Nahr El-Bared, 
and from the “No Man’s Land” between the Syrian and Iraqi 
borders where Iraqi-Palestinians languish in a snake- and scor-
pion-infested camp -- a place where credentialed reporters are 
not allowed. As a citizen-journalist, Ms. Hayes-Raitt has been 
able to slip into places where mainstream reporters are barred. 
Ms. Hayes-Raitt is the author of several award-winning articles 
and the forthcoming journalistic memoir about her work with 
refugees, Living Large in Limbo: How I Found Myself Among 
the World’s Forgotten. An accomplished public speaker and 
popular college lecturer, she blogs at www.PeacePATHFounda-
tion.org



GEORGE HISHMEH
(Luncheon Speaker) 

George S. Hishmeh is a Washington-based syndicated columnist 
and writer for Gulf News (Dubai), The Jordan Times (Amman), 
The Middle East Times (Washington), The Palestine Chronicle, an 
American Online newspaper, andWashington Report on Middle 
East Affairs. He is also a former president and co-founder of the 
Washington Association of Arab Journalists (WAAJ), a group that 
includes some 40 journalists accredited to most of the Arab media, 
print and electronic.

He previously served as editor of al-Majal monthly magazine and 
also the Arabic Wireless File, a daily news service; both published 
by the U.S. Information Agency, where he worked for 25 years 
until 1998. In 1969 he was editor of Mideast magazine, a Wash-
ington-based bimonthly magazine published the American Friends 
of the Middle East. On his arrival in the United States in 1968, he 
was on the staff of the Chicago Sun-Times and in 1971 he was an 
assistant foreign editor at The Washington Post. Prior to coming 
to the United States, he was editor-in-chief of The Daily Star of 
Beirut, Lebanon 1962-1967 and in 1967 was founding editor of 
The Libyan Times, Benghazi. He was also a correspondent for the 
Associated Press in Kuwait (1958) and in Libya (1967). He is a 
co-founder of The Jerusalem Fund, a not-for-profit Washington-
based organization founded in 1977 that supports educational and 
humanitarian work on behalf of the Palestinian people, particularly 
those living in the Occupied Territories and surrounding Palestin-
ian refugee camps. A graduate of The American University of 
Beirut, George Hishmeh was born in Nazareth, Palestine. He is 
married to Lili Wilson and their children are Omar and Leila. He 
resides in Kensington, MD. 

LAILA alHUSINNI 
(Gala Dinner Speaker, Conference coordinator) 

Laila alHusinni is the host of Good Morning Michigan Radio 
which broadcasts every morning Monday thru Thursday on WNZK 
AM 690 Radio. Her radio show broadcasts throughout Michigan 
Northern Ohio and Windsor Canada. Laila is also the co-host of 
Radio Baladi which simulcasts in both Detroit and Chicago every 
Friday at 7 am Central/8 am Eastern on WNZK AM 690 and WJJG 
AM 1530 radio stations. 

SUZANNE MANNEH

Suzanne Manneh is a national media coordinator and writer for 
New America Media. She monitors Arab and Latino media and has 
translated features from Spanish language media including Univi-
sion and El Diario La Prensa. Her original reports have appeared 
in several Arab media outlets as The Arab American News, Arab 
Detroit, Aramica, and Watan Newspapers, and other online media 
including Alternet, Free Speech TV, and Yahoo News. She holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of California, Berkeley.

GINNAH MUHAMMAD

Ginnnah Muhammad has fought for civil rights in Michigan’s 
Civil Courts all the way to Supreme Court of The United States 
Of America. As Ginnnah Muhammad stood for her rights in the 
sensitive times of 2009, She believes that we all have the right to 
practice our Freedom of Religion. Ginnnah Muhammad has an Im-
peccable clean record. This case is unprecedented, as the courts ask 
a woman to strip off her religious grab just to have her day in court. 

She believes it is shameful of America to ask a woman to undress 
in the court room who has a sincere religious belief. Ginnnah 
Muhammad has been featured in every news paper in the world 
from New York Times to the Washington Post, from Japan all the 
way to the home land of Africa. Ginnnah Muhammad has kept a 
humble attitude as she is pulled threw this political drama and has 
had an over nite celebre sensation, as she continues to work in her 
Aromatherapy shop building bridges and knocking down walls. 
This case has National and International Implications as Ginnnah 
Muhammad believes 
Civil Rights is the very fabric of the United States Of America

WEAM NAMOU-YATOOMA 

Weam Namou Yatooma is a novel-
ist, freelance writer, filmmaker and the 
president of the Iraqi Artists Association 
(IAA) www.IraqiArtists.org She has had 
her articles, essays and poetry published 
in national and international publications. 
While working as a freelance reporter 
for variour local newspapers, she is also 
producing and directing a documentary 
entitled The Great American Family and 
writing a non-fiction book that is based on 

the documentary. 

HASAN NAWASH 

Hasan Newash was born in Ein Karem near Jerusalem. A long 
time Detroit area peace and justice activist, Anthropology PhD 
candidate, and published poet, Hasan is co-founder/initiator of 
numerous Arab American/Palestinian organizing initiatives, such 
as ACCESS, ADC, AAUG, Al-Awda and others. He currently 
serves on the Coordinating Committee of the Detroit Area Peace 
with Justice Network (DAPJN) comprised of 30 peace and justice 
organizations in Michigan. Also, he is Director of the volunteer-
driven Michigan Citizens for Palestinian Rights, Palestine Cul-
tural Office Michigan, an advocacy organization headquartered 
in Dearborn Michigan. Hasan frequently lectures on Palestinian 
rights and recites his and other Palestinian poets’ works in the 
Detroit/Ann Arbor area.

LAWRENCE PINTAK 
(Gala Dinner Keynote Speaker) 

Lawrence Pintak is founding dean of 
The Edward R. Murrow College of 
Communication at Washington State 
University. He is a veteran of more 
than 30 years in journalism on four 
continents who now writes and lectures 
on America’s relationship with the 
Muslim world, the role of the media in 
shaping global perceptions and govern-
ment policy, and the future of journal-
ism in a digital/globalized world. 

Prior to WSU, Pintak served as direc-
tor of the Kamal Adham Center for 

Journalism Training and Research at The American University in 
Cairo. A former CBS News Middle East correspondent, Pintak 
reported on the birth of modern suicide bombing, the Iran-Iraq 
War, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and a variety of other stories 
across the region. He covered the Indonesian revolution for ABC 



Today, Christine is the founder 
and chief executive officer of Me-
dia Salad Inc., a rapid-response 
market research service that works 
for companies of all sizes, gov-
ernment agencies and nonprofit 
organizations. Media Salad is a 
new breed of media company that 
fulfills the marketplace’s profound 
need for reliable, refined -- and 
highly customized -- information.

Christine is a passionate advo-
cate for great journalism and 

great journalists. She is one of few journalists who sat down to 
interview Helen Thomas to find out firsthand what Ms. Thomas 
meant when she made remarks last year that erupted in great 
controversy -- and resulted in an array of punitive actions.

While serving as SPJ’s 2006-07 national president, Christine 
helped launch special membership sections designed to attract 
a greater diversity of members. Among them was the Society’s 
American Arab Journalism Section -- the closure of which by 
a subsequent national president in 2009 is now the subject of 
debate among SPJ members.

NIRAJ WARIKOO

Niraj Warikoo is the religion reporter for the Detroit Free 
Press. He graduated from Columbia College at Columbia 
University with a bachelor’s degree in political science and 
from Columbia’s Graduate School of Journalism with a mas-
ters degree in journalism. Over the past decade, he’s written 
extensively about the domestic war on terrorism and its impact 
on metro Detroit’s diverse communities. In 2005, he was one 
of ten journalists selected to be a fellow at the University of 
Southern California, where he studied national security and civ-
il liberties in the post 9-11 era. In 2008, he was invited to give 
a presentation on the relationship between American Muslims 
and the U.S. government at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS) in the University of London in England for an 
international conference on Islam in the West that featured ex-
perts and leaders from Europe, the U.S., and Arab world. Read 
more of his bio? 

LLOYD H. WESTON 

Originally from Detroit Michigan and now living in Chicago, 
Lloyd Weston is Founder, President, Editor & Publisher at Ad-
dison Leader Newspaper Corp. DuPage County, Ill. A former 
Consultant to Rupert Murdoch, publisher, Chicago Sun-Times, 
he is an Award-winning journalist, editor for more than 30 
years working at the Chicago Sun-Times, Time Inc., Pioneer 
Press Newspapers, Hollinger International Inc., Alliance News 
Inc., The Forward Newspaper, Chicago Jewish News, Pad-
dock Publication, and the Booth Newspapers. Click to view his 
profile. 

PETER WIRTH

Peter Wirth is the president of G.W. Associates, a PR firm 
based in Washington DC. A Life time social justice activist 
and professional PR consultant, Wirth has worked with many 
American Arab, Muslim and Middle East activist groups on 
public relations and marketing. GW Associates provides media 

News and The San Francisco Chronicle and has contributed to 
many of the world’s leading news organizations. 

Pintak’s books include The New Arab Journalist (I.B. Tauris, 
2011); Reflections in a Bloodshot Lens: America, Islam & the War 
of Ideas (2006); Seeds of Hate (2003); and Beirut Outtakes (1988). 
He holds a PhD in Islamic Studies from the University of Wales.

KHALIL RAMAL

Khalil Ramal is reporter with the Arab American News newspaper 
in Dearborn. 

TAREK SAADAWI

Dr. Tarek Saadawi is with the Alliance of Egyptian Americans 

ALI SAYED 

Ali Sayed, 30, is the Founder / CEO of Hype Athletics Commu-
nity. A serial entrepreneur, Sayed got his first job at 7 with the 
Detroit News as a delivery boy for a two block area in his neigh-
borhood and worked through high school as a dishwasher and 
short-order cook before buying the Sunset Grill in the Comfort 
Inn Hotel Metro Airport in 1999. In 2001, Sayed founded Hype 
Athletics Community to give kids in Dearborn some structured 
recreational activities, which include basketball, soccer, football, 
volleyball, tennis and baseball.  HYPE received its nonprofit status 
in 2007 and has grown sharply since. Sayed said revenue was about 
$500,000 last year and grew to recent $3.9 million, this year, in 
part from a three-year grant to fund programs for at-risk kids by the 
state of Michigan’s Department of Juvenile Justice, administered 
through Wayne County.

RON SCOTT

Ron Scott has more than 35 years of experience in radio, television, 
and video production. He is an Emmy Award-winning producer 
who has completed significant documentary projects on various 
topics related to current affairs, cultural icons, entertainment, and 
politics on the North American continent and the Caribbean. In 
2008, he received the prestigious Silver Circle Award from the Na-
tional Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, Michigan Chapter.

Scott currently hosts a radio program, “Fighting for Justice,” along 
with co-hosts Sandra Hines and Abayomi Azikiwe, heard Sundays 
from 10-11am on WDTW 1310AM; and a television program “For 
My People,” heard Saturday mornings at 6:30 a.m. on CW50. He is 
a politics blogger for The Detroit News.

MANSOUR TADROS

Mansour Tadros is the publisher of al Mustaqbal Newspaper, and 
English and Arabic newspaper published in Chicago and distrib-
uted in Illinois, Michigan and Indiana. 

CHRISTINE TATUM

Christine Tatum is a former national president of the Society of 
Professional Journalists, and one of the key voices opposing SPJ’s 
decision this year to terminate the prestigious Helen Thomas 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Christine is a former staff writer for 
The Denver Post; the Chicago Tribune; the (Arlington Heights, Ill.) 
Daily Herald; and the (Greensboro, N.C.) News & Record. 



consulting for small businesses, social change and other activist groups. 
Our goal is to generate publicity and news coverage for our clients. More 
than that we seek to develop attitudes that the mass media is more acces-
sible than people realize.

Wirth was involved in civil rights work in Mississippi in the 1970s. His 
PR activism has included: Vietnam anti-war organizing and civil disobe-
dience early 70’s; labor union organizing; official election observer in 
Nicaragua 1984 & 1990; led fact finding delegations to Nicaragua during 
1980’s while US policy was arming the Contras to overthrow the Nicara-
guan government; 30 years of activist and professional PR work; focus on 
Middle East issues the last 20 years. Click here for more information. 

ALI YOUNES

Ali Younes is a columnist and journal-
ist based Washington D.C. he is currently 
working as a Middle East analyst and writes 
on the Arab world political, social and 
cultural affairs. He is a regular analyst and 
commentator on news channels such as Al 
Jazeera, Al Arabiya, Fox news and NPR 
among others. 

His work and writings appeared in major 
US media outlets, such as USA Today, Chicago Sun times, Chicago 
Tribune and the New York Times. Prior to his work in Washington, Ali 
worked at CNN international Desk in Atlanta. Ali was one of the co-
founders of NAAJA with Ray Hanania in Chicago.

GERI ALUMIT ZELDES

Geri Alumit Zeldes, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the School of 
Journalism at Michigan State University. She’s received six best paper 
awards from the Association for Journalism and Mass Communication, 
Broadcast Education Association and the International Communication 
Association. Her scholarly work has been published in Electronic News, 
the Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, Journalism & Mass 
Communication Quarterly, Mass Communication & Society, Newspaper 
Research Journal, and Journal of Intergroup Relations. 

She’s also received recognition as a teacher and documentary 
filmmaker. In February 2010, she received MSU’s Excellence in Diver-
sity Award for “Advancing Global Competency.” Her documentary film 
“Arabs, Jews & the News” (2009) has aired more than 100 times on PBS 
stations throughout the country. Her short film “The Death of an Imam” 
(2010) has received a Best of Festival Award from the Broadcast Educa-
tion Association. And “The Kings of Flint,” a film about urban farming, 
has been the subject of articles in USA Today, the Chicago Tribune, 
Associated Press, as well as many other news outlets. All the films have 
been featured in film festivals.
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Congratulates the
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